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                                            ODBSA August Demonstration

                                                                                        August5, 2006

                                 Overview of the Day’s Events
                               At the Iron from the Fire Forge on August 5, 2006

                                                    By Bobby Floyd (Pres.)


                                                                      


Charlie Hanks                                       Glen Bryant                       Missy Coates
(Educational Director)                                       (Recorder/Producer)                        (V. P. Operations)

                                                                       Con’t from page 2




	                                                                       NUTS and BOLTS 
                                                      Of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association

      The Officers of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association are dedicated to providing its members the best demonstrators, lowest cost participation and the best communication (by the use of the Web). They will maintain firmly the Goals, Objectives and Purposes of the ODBSA. 
      Anyone who is seriously interested in this historic craft and is willing to be an active member is welcome to join.  Only Adults will be classified as Members.
      As a member you should be willing to advise anyone interested in blacksmithing on safety issues and to encourage and possibly help all those new to this arena. 
     To become a member of ODBSA you must complete and sign the ODBSA Application, which includes the Waiver of Liability. All memberships into the ODBSA are valid from the first meeting/demonstration in April until the following meeting/demonstration or event in April of the following year.  New ID card will be issued each April and can be picked up at any of their meetings/demonstrations or other events.

     An “active member” of the ODBSA is defined as: an ODBSA member who attends at least one ODBSA event in a six-month period and/or assist ODBSA in some way in the same time period.
     The Old Dominion Blacksmith Association has "NO" membership dues. 
     Anyone attending an event (members and/or member’s guests) of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association must participate in the Iron-in-the-Hat by: (1) donate an item & buy tickets or 
                                                                 (2) donate $ 10.00 (in place of item donated) and buy tickets. 
This is only means ODBSA has for paying for expenses.
      Only those that require the ODBSA Newsletter to be mailed by regular mail (snail mail) to them will there be a “possible” charge of $ 30.00 a year for expenses (paper, ink, envelopes and postage). If anyone joins in mid term and wants the Newsletter snail mailed, the charges will be $2.50 times the number of months remaining until the following April. All monies collected for this service will go into the "Mail Fund". If any additional money is needed to cover these expenses, it will be taken from the ODBSA "General Fund." For all Educational Director, Officers and Associate Members of the ODBSA this expense is always waived. 
     The Associate Member is anyone under the age of 18 who wants to learn blacksmithing. One of his/her parents or guardians must be a Member and accompany them to all events of the ODBSA. For legal reasons, the Associate Member will be considered to be Guest of the parents/guardians (Members). As with any member, they take full responsibility of all Guests that they may bring and will hold no one associated with ODBSA legally liable for any accident.
      ODBSA monthly meeting/demonstrations or events: Will be held at various locations each month generally starting at 10:00 AM and continuing until lunch at 12:00 noon. The meeting/demonstration or events will generally continue after the Iron-in- the- Hat Raffle at 1:00 PM and finish at 3:00 PM. These hours are flexible because of events, travel time, if we eat lunch at restaurants and if the demonstrator wants to continue. If another major blacksmithing event is being held in a particular month, this could be used in lieu of the scheduled meeting. There will be no meeting/demonstration event in December.
                   1. Refreshments and/or lunch: If provided by our host, a minimum of a $2.00 donation, if refreshments only and minimum of $5.00 if lunch is provided. Donation Jar will be provided. 
                   2. Iron-in-the-Hat: At most blacksmithing events or meetings the traditional way to raise funds is called the “Iron in the Hat” where members and guests donate items for a raffle. Examples from the past are items made, blacksmithing books, history books, used hammers, borax, flux, used tongs, wire, railroad spikes, gloves, goggles, ear plugs, axe, horse shoes, oil painting, truck spring, car spring, old wrenches, welding rods, used punches, files, rasps, cutters, tin snips, oil, rose-headed nails, new tongs, twisting wrench, home made bread, home made soap, coal, pies, cakes and brass. In other words anything you think of that someone might want, you can donate. Normally the single tickets are a dollar each, eleven tickets for ten dollars or twenty-four tickets for twenty dollars. All money collected from the Iron-in-the-Hat will go into the ODBSA "General Fund." This is the only means we have for the expenses such as: postage, Web site, computer expenses, goggles, table, chalk board, name tags, demonstrator (refreshments & meals), and cost for guest demonstrators (expenses and fees) etc. The goal of every member should be to make an item for the Iron-in-the Hat that someone would want. This not only is a way to raise funds, show off your skills, but a learning tool for the rest of us. Many of our members love to have objects in front of them to try to replicate.
Duties:                                                                                                                                               
 Members:
               1. Notify the president if you or your guests are planning on

attending the next event and if you say you are and cannot also notify the

president of change of plans.
               2. Be on time for each event 
               3. Sign in at each event 
               4. Participate in the Iron-in-the-Hat (as defined above) 
               5. Abide by all safety rules 
               6. If you want the Newsletter by regular mail, you need to pay a fee (if required).

President: 
            1. At the ODBSA monthly event in April each year the election of the ODBSA president shall be held. The president can be dismissed/replaced at any monthly event by a majority vote of attending members if a 30 day prior notice is given to all members that a special election will be held.
            2. The president has the final decision in all aspects of the Association.
            3. Part of the president's responsibilities is to find members who are willing to be ODBSA Officers and to help define their responsibilities.

           4. The president will bring all meetings to order, introduce demonstrators and provide any pertinent news. He/she will advise where the next month meeting will be held, who the demonstrator will be and what will be demonstrated.                                                                  

           5. The president is responsible for finding both the site and the demonstrators for every meeting/demonstration event. The person or persons hosting event will aid the president by providing: (a) the times, directions, bios of the person or persons doing the demonstrations (b) what will be demonstrated (c) if refreshment and/or lunch will be provided, what will be served and who will provide them, (d) if members need to bring                      Con’t on page 5

lunch (e) if there is a restaurant close by (f) what provision are made for inclement weather. This information will be published on the ODBSA Web site and the monthly Newsletter besides being announced at the previous event.
           6. The president will maintain an up to date lists of all members, including their addresses, phone numbers, e-mail addresses and guild ratings. He/she is responsible for maintaining the Web site www.olddominionblacksmith.com or www.odbsa.com and will provide up to date information under "Current News" on its site.

           7. The president is responsible for all aspects of the Newsletter, including formatting and producing the Newsletter. He/she will provide the Newsletter to all members of ODBSA, as soon as possible, after each monthly event but not latter than 10 days before the next monthly event.

Vice President: Will assume the responsibilities of the president in his/her absence. He/she will advise and work with the president on all matters of the Association when called upon. He/she also will be responsible for all safety issues of the ODBSA. 

Vice President of Operations: Will provide the Newsletter to all the members who need the Newsletter by snail mail, to temporarily replace the Administrator, Vice President of Library and/or Treasurer (Iron-in-the Hat) when they are absent or late and to assist any of these officers when they need help at any of ODBSA events. He/she is responsible for doing anything necessary at each event that needs to be done to assure that it will run smoothly.
 
Administrator: Will be responsible at each meeting/demonstration for: ensuring that all members/guests have signed in and placed a check mark if they are planning or not planning on attending the next meeting/demonstration, making sure "all "guests sign a Waiver of Liability form, assist in signing up new members, issuing and signing membership cards, issuing name tags, collecting money for lunch when required, collecting mailing fees and issue receipt for those wanting the Newsletter by regular mail, handing an item (coffee cups, hats, t-shirts etc) we offer ODBSA member, passing out any other information that need be and working with the Press (Newspaper) when called upon to do so.
 
Editor: Will be responsible for advising the president on all matter concerning the ODBSA monthly Newsletter. He/she will be required to proof read each Newsletter and will return the corrected version to the president within three days upon receiving it. All corrected parts must be marked in red.  

Treasurer: Will be responsible for handling and keeping all monies, managing the “Iron in the Hat” and reporting each month the balance and expenses to the President. 

Vice President (Library):  Will be responsible for the ODBSA Library. 

Recorder/Producer: Will be responsible for recording the demonstrations.

Assistant Recorder/Producer: Will be responsible to assist the recorder/producer and assume their responsibilities when absent. 


Web Master: Will be responsible to assist in all matters concerning the computer.                                  


Editor at Large: Will be responsible to capture, in words, the atmosphere of our monthly events and provide a detailed and complete overview of the event with interviews to be published in the following monthly Newsletter with at least one full page (letter size), but not to exceed two pages with size 10 letters for this article.                                                                                      

Note:
     (1) Any of the previous officers can sign up new members and issue a membership cards.

     (2) The following officers are required to be at least 30 minutes early to each event: President, Administrator, Treasurer, V. P. Library, Editor at Large and V.P. of Operations.

    (3) All officers are required to be active members of ODBSA and attend the majority of ODBSA events. 

    (4) Everyone providing articles for the ODBSA monthly Newsletter must try to send them to the president within a week after the previous event.

Educational Directors of the ODBSA are the most experienced in terms of blacksmithing skills but also some have a tremendous knowledge of how other blacksmithing organizations operate throughout the country and as such, should advise on type of subject matter to be learned, suggestions on guest demonstrators, technical assistance and possibly advise officers on what works or does not work in other blacksmithing associations, guilds or groups. When any of the Educational Directors are in attendance of the ODBSA meeting/demonstrations, they should provide an item that they have made for our Iron-in-the Hat. We encourage each Educational Directors to write a "how to article” (one page) for the ODBSA Newsletter. We are planning on sharing this "how to article” with any blacksmithing association, guild or group that are interested in reprinting it. 

Other: 
         (1) Individual tailgate sales of blacksmithing paraphernalia are welcomed and encouraged for all of the ODBSA events. 
         (2) Generally, none of the meetings/demonstrations or other events of the ODBSA are open to the public. If ODBSA opens any event to the public more safety precautions must in place. 
         (3) Guests of attending members are welcome at all meetings/demonstrations and the member who brings a guest, understands he/she is liable for his/her guest. All adult guests who attend any events of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association are required to sign a Waiver of Liability Form when signing in (registering).  We are not open to the public at our events; therefore, anyone that is not a member, who wants to attend one of our events, must be an invited guest by the attending member and the guest must participate in the Iron-in-the-Hat (as defined above).
         (4) All members and their guests are required to sign (register) in at each meeting/demonstration. All adult guests who attend any meeting/demonstration of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association are required to sign a waiver of liability form when signing in (registering)
         (5) A Monthly Newsletter will be mailed out and/or posted on the ODBSA site at least ten days before each meeting/demonstration. Only those that have requested and have paid for mailings (if required) will a hard copy sent by regular mail. E-mail will be sent to everyone else stating that the newsletter has been posted onto the ODBSA site.
         (6) Because most of ODBSA members want to learn traditional blacksmithing, in all demonstrations for the year 2006 we will try not to use power hammers and the only welding will be forge welds. 
         (7) Any ODBSA member that does not attend at least one meeting/demonstration or event given by ODBSA in the previous 6 months and/or help the association in some way, will be considered not an active member and their name will be removed from the active membership list.
         (8) Any member that does not attend at least one monthly event in 13 months will be considered a non-member.

                                                                           Current News



	· Next Meeting/Demo in Lexington with Lee Sauder: ODBSA next event on September 9, 2006 will be held in 
        Lexington with Master Blacksmith Lee Sauder. The following are the members who told me "personally" or said yes in the

        sign-in book that they are planning on attending the next event. If your name is put on in error or if you tell me you are planning

        on attending and cannot "please let me know". Part of your responsibility as a member is to notify me if you are planning on

        attending the next event and if you change your mind, again you need to tell me.
        Peyton Anderson, Linda Tanner, Sarah Anderson, Mike Tanner, Bobby Floyd, Charlie Boothe, Wendell Wyland, Glen 
Bryant, Reo Garrett, George Juettner, Adam Hurd, Jeremiah Tomlinson, Bettina Wehner, David Tucciarone, Jerry Jones,
Missy Coates, Wally Coates, John Riddle, Eric Bourhill, Gerald Boggs

· A Surprise Gift:  for only ODBSA members that attend our next event in Lexington with Lee Sauder on Sept. 9, 2006.

· Debt of Gratitude: We all thank Missy Coates, our new Vice President of Operations, for providing the Newsletter by
        snail mail to the ones that do not have computers and/or are having problems downloading the Newsletter with a copy. The only cost

        to ODBSA will be postage. A tremendous saving in money for ODBSA. There will be over a 75% saving in dollars for ODBSA and

        a lot of time saved by me for not having to do it.

· Free Newsletter: Starting with this mailing of the Newsletter, we are offering to all members who are having trouble
        downloading the Newsletter and/or  who do not have computers, a free copy . The following are members who have had trouble 

       downloading and /or no computer. If your name is on this list in error, please let me know.  (19 members) Charlie Boothe, Dick Angle,

       Eric Bourhill,  George Juettner, David Tucciarone, L.T. Skinnell, Charlie Hanks, Jimmy Blanks, Peter Ring, Michael Carey,

       George Taylor, Jessie Ward, Billy Phelps, Carl Whitaker, Reo Garrett, Charles Hudson, Kevin Riddle, Wendell Brook, Scotty

       Lovell

· ODBSA members/guests who attended August 5th meeting/demo (30): Missy Coates, Ray Coates, Jane Coates, Wally 
Coates, Bobby Floyd, L.T. Skinnell, John Foster, Randy Cox, Wendell Brooks, Rick Martin, Jerry Jones, Bettina Wehner,
        John Riddle, Glen Bryant, Jeff Shelton, Robert Walker, Christian Birkett, Gary Birkett, Peyton Anderson, Sarah Anderson,
Linda Tanner, Mike Tanner, David Tucciarone, Jeremiah Tomlinson, Adam Hurd, Eric Bourhill, Charlie Hanks, Shirley Hanks, Wendell

         Wyland, Charlie Boothe
· Items in Iron-in-the-Hat on August 5, 2006: Bobby Floyd - hook with leave & rose-headed nails; Jerry Jones - welcome 
sign with horse head; Wendell Wyland - New tool bag; Bettina Wehner - railroad spikes; Sarah Anderson- new brass hammer;

Bettina Wehner - used fire pot; Wendell Wyland - Skull Cap; Charlie Hanks- wood cane; Linda Tanner - Nail Header; Charlie 

Boothe -Candle Holder; Glenn Bryant - spring; Wally Coates - old axe head; Jeremiah Tomlinson- Triangle; Peyton Anderson-
poker;  David Tucciorone - Swage; L.T. Skinnell - Scrolling Tongs; Mike Tanner - Animal head poker; Eric Bourhill –
new brass hammer; Adam Hurd - Railroad spikes and clamps; Glenn Bryant - Pimento spread; Wendell Brooks - old fire
poker; L.T.Skinnell - Scrolling Tongs; Christian Birkett - Steel; Glenn Bryant - Dinner Bell;  Missy Coates - welding gloves: Gary

Birkett - steel:;Bobby Floyd - 9 pound anvil; All items in Bold are hand made.
· From Peyton Anderson (Administrator): http://www.iforgeiron.com now has a forum for the ODBSA. This is 
         an area where our members can register and talk to one another about meetings, projects, ideas, general questions
and anything they may be wondering about. They can also use the general forum where members from all over the world

(including the well know Uri Hofi) can help with your question. There is a gallery with hundreds of pictures. There is also a

chat room with this site where instead of posting and waiting for a reply, you can talk in real time with other smiths. There

are blueprints (over 300) on ideas and tools.......I hope everyone can enjoy this new extension of communication and fellowship

within our smithing community.

· Missy Coates: Missy has taken on many tasks for ODBSA in the past and I am very pleased that she
has accepted to be ODBSA Vice President of Operations. The Vice President of Operations will provide the Newsletter by snail mail

to all the members who cannot download it or do not have a computer. She will temporally replace the Administrator, V.P. of Library

or Treasurer (Iron-in-the Hat) when they are absent or late and will assist any of these officers when they need help. She is responsible

for doing anything necessary at each event that needs to be done to assure that the event will run smoothly.
· Recognition: All officers are volunteers and I would like to recognize two of whom have done an extraordinary job in 
their assigned responsibilities, plus they  have stepped up and taken over other officers jobs when absent or late. Charlie 
Boothe and Wendell Wyland have both arrived early to each event (usually an hour) and without their commitment to 
this association, I'm not sure that ODBSA would have survived. We all owe them a debt of gratitude. Bobby Floyd
(President)
· Michael Peay 08/10/06 5:00 pm (e-mail): I'm a DAD!!!!!!!! 
Micah Elizabeth Peay was born July 31, 2006 at 5:43pm 9 lbs 0oz 20 inches long. She is perfect absolutely gorgeous.
 Mom is doing great. Dad is figuring it out. Got to go, Michael DAD Peay.
[image: image1.jpg]


 Michael Peay: Congratulations on your and your wife's first born.                        

· Mora Larson: Congratulations on your and Larry's Wedding in July.
· 2007 Schedule of Events: If you like to host one of ODBSA events next year or know of a place where we could have one,
 please contact me. If you want a particular demonstrator, please let me know.





                                                                                Technical Report

	Date: August 5, 2006

Craftsman: Charlie Hanks

Subject:
Tall candle holder

Base:  14” long, and 7”, 3/16 x ¾ 

Upright:  ½ “ round, 14” long, upset the bottom to make wider, drawing the top out, ending up 18”.  The top diameter is ¼”

3/16 x 1” FOR THE TOP Piece.   Cone is 4” in diameter.

3/16 square, 27” long for the side piece 

Base – 120-degree bend, marked it.                                                                            
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Charlie bent the metal, getting a sharp corner on the inside and checked against the drawing that he sketched out on the table.  Created two dog-ears on the smaller piece to ensure a good forge weld and another dog-ear on the corner that he just bent for forge welding.  Marked with soap stone on the topside so he could remember which side goes up during forge welding.  Same heat for both piece, used flux and forge welded.

Hammered the corners to make crisp angles.  Put it in the vice to true it up.  

Marked the center with a punch.  Measured to make sure all three pieces were the same length.  Marked the excess and cut it off using a hardy cutter.

Rounded the corners on the feet.  Used a tool that went into the hardy.  Looked like a pair of crab tongs.  It created a uniform indention.  Narrowed out the base of the indention.  Took another heat and spread out the foot.  Did this for all three feet.  Marked the measurement on the anvil so that the legs end up being the same length.  

Next, he formed the down the legs.  Heat one entire side, bending on the horn of the anvil, starting with the piece that is closest to the center, tucking the end of the feet in, using the edge of the anvil so that it is curved inward, then outward.  

Top piece that holds the candle:  4” pinch off (using the crab claws).  Draw the long part out, rounding the end.  Taper the longer part down, then drawing the end 3” wide.  

For the cup, draw it out towards the sides, starting in the center.  He used the v of the hammer to draw it out, careful not to get the edges thin.  Took another heat and fanned it out even more.  Kept the side straight, so that when you roll it up to created the candleholder, it comes together nicely.  It will be 2 ¾” to 3” wide before you roll it.  This will fit a ¾” candle.

Next, rolled the flattened end up into a cup, (to hold the candle).  Using the 1” hardy bottom wedge to roll the flattened end to a cup.  That is used to get it started.  Then he reheated the metal, and using a jig he made, he forms the candleholder into a round tubular cup.  

Next, he reheated the holder, and bent it at the base to a 90-degree angle.  This is the top of the candleholder.

Next he punched a 3/16” hole in the back end, and then rounded it out a little further, to about ½ “ inch.  Flattened out the edges around the end, and this hole will later allow the vertical stay to be positioned through it.  (when you drive the sides in, your ½” circle hole, will become a nice oval hole) He rounded up the ends, and the oval hole began to take form.

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

During lunch, Charlie drilled a hole in the center of the leg stand to prepare the base to allow the vertical shaft to be inserted.

Now he begins working on the on the vertical shaft, from round bar.  He began by upsetting the bottom end to make the rod thicker.  On the base end, he used a template (tool that looked like a sandwich/pita maker) to make a ¼” tendon, which will eventually be placed in to the ¼” hole that he drilled in the center of the leg stand.

Next he will begin drawing the other end of the rod out, to increase the length by about 4 to 6 inches.  Charlie began heating the other end of the rod.  The drawing out of the round bar will take at least three good heats before the rod is drawn out to the desired length.  Using a large 

hammer, a lot of shoulder, and the horn of the anvil, Charlie began drawing out the round bar.  The desire size of the tip will be brought down to ¼”.  This will allow for candleholder to be placed on top at precisely the right place.  On the second heat, he drew out the metal from about 10 inches from the tip.  He repeated this process one more time until he ended up with a nice, gradual taper from the base to the top.  The base, just above the ¼” tendon, is about ¾” thick, and the top will be about ¼” thick. After the 3rd heating, Charlie draws out the rod another 2” to its final length.  On the fourth heating, he gently works on the edges, to round the bar back up.  This phase is also where the hammer marks are seen in the finished product that we all love to see.  Total length of the completed product, 18”.  Started with 14”.

The final piece to make is the spring on the side.  This is made out of ¼” square.  He begins by hammering down the corner edges to smooth it out before he takes a heat.  This metal stock is so small that if heat is applied, it is easy to over do the hammering, that’s why he does it cold.

Next, to make the button on the bottom of the “spring”, he heats the metal and flattens out the end.  He makes sure he doesn’t leave this piece in the fire for more than a few seconds, to ensure he doesn’t over heat the thin metal. He will make the button about ½” wide.  

Next, he works his way about 3” up, flattening up the metal as he goes.  This part will eventually be attached to the round bar near the base.  He now reheats, and using a pair of pliers, bends the flattened part out just above the button.  Another heating, and he is able to bend the square bar again, into a “U” shape just above the 3” part where its stops being flattened out.

For the rest of the bend, Charlie used a jig he made for the hardy hole, and bends the small square tubing by hand (cold).  When he is finished bending the metal by hand, it takes on the appearance of one side of a harp. One final heat is required to flatten out the end and make a nice little scroll on the tip of the square tubing

Now all that is left is a little bit of drilling, filing, and assembly.


                                  The Next Meeting/Demonstration 

                                        Saturday, September 9, 2006 

 
Location:  Woods Creek Forge          
                   Lee Sauder                               Lee's Web site  is www.leesauder.com
    229B McLaughlin St.
    Lexington, Virginia 24450
   540-462-6632             
Hosts: Lee Sauder
Times: 10:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M.    
Refreshments: Coffee, sodas and pasties provided by ODBSA (Donation Jar)
Lunch: 12:00 to 1:15 pm (Brown bag it or you can eat at near by restaurants)
Iron-in-the Hat: 1:15 pm to 1:30 pm
Parking:  Limited parking spaces so you need to come early to get a good one or you will be driving around to find parking spaces.

Demonstrator: Lee Sauder: Master Blacksmith/Artist/ Metallurgist/Teacher and one of the ODBSA Educational Directors.  Lee has demonstrated his skills all across the USA and Canada. 

Lee Sauder Bio:  Lee began blacksmithing in 1973 at the age of 12, when he began his apprenticeship to Larry Mann. After a 2 year flirtation with higher education, Lee’s journeyman years included stints with OK Barnes of Camden Maine, Chris Axelson of Carmel California, and Vaclav Jaros of Prague (then) Czechoslovakia. He returned to Lexington to take over Woods Creek Forge from Larry Mann in 1984, continuing in business to this day, forging sculpture, custom furniture, and architectural iron. He is perhaps best known in the blacksmithing community for his researches into ancient iron smelting techniques. 

When searching the computer I found Lee Sauder listed in numerous locations on the computer. Here are two sites that you should find interesting 1. http://iron.wlu.edu
2. http://www.ganoksin.com/horisat/nenam/lee-sauder.html  

Demonstration: Tour of the shop; explanation and samples of each phase of the bloomery process; for the beginners, novices and others: basic hammer control demonstration while  making leaves. In the afternoon Lee will demonstrate advance techniques for the benefit of the more experienced ODBSA members and others (subjects to be determined)

Directions to Woods Creek Forge:  From I-81: Take the Lexington - Buena Vista exit onto Route 60 west. (This is your first Lexington exit if you’re coming from the south, and your third if coming from the north.) Take Rt.60 into Lexington, which is also Nelson Street. Proceed straight though town on Nelson. Cross Main Street. Two blocks after Main, you will see the Post Office on your left. Take your next left after you pass the Post Office, onto McLaughlin St. (If you miss it, don’t panic, take the next left onto Glasgow, which will put you back onto McLaughlin). Follow McLaughlin to the bottom of the hill, past a big construction site. You will see Rails End Wood and Metal Crafters on your right (distinguished by large quantities of weird and rusty stuff). Just past Rails End is my driveway, marked by a sign for Wrenchworks and Woods Creek Forge. It’s a narrow little drive. Drive around down behind Wrenchworks – my shop is attached to the back of the building. Park where you can.
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     George Juettner and I departed from the “suburb of the boonies” around 7:30 am on our way to the Iron for the Fire Forge and Blacksmith Shop in Lynch Station driving my 1990 Mazda Miata that had not been driven this year. A convertible ride through the mountains sounded real appealing to both of us on this beautiful morning.  We were on our way to a scenic drive in the hills and mountains of Virginia.  Once we arrived in Leesville (the store), Charlie had everything marked with excellent signs and we remarked “that someone must have gotten up really early to do this”. The directions from Map Quest were excellent except for the last leg of the trip where it indicated 2/10 of a mile when it should have been 2 miles.


     When we arrived at around 9:00 am, I could see through the large entrance door of Charlie Hank’s new shop, that Mr. reliable, Charlie Boothe our Treasurer, had again arrived before me and I could also see Charlie H., our host, was proudly giving a special tour just for Charlie B, showing him his extraordinary large, clean, well-equipped, new blacksmithing shop. Maybe because my wife and I have hosted an event earlier this year, I’m aware of how much time and effort it took to prepare for one of these events especially when it’s at your home. As I looked around outside I started to truly appreciate the amount of planning and hard work that went into the preparations of this event for ODBSA by our host, hostess, their friends and relatives.  The yard was manicured with flowers well placed, parking arrangements for everyone, with numerous trash cans strategically placed around the premises and marked for “Cans only” and “Paper only”.  Under the large shade trees about 30 yards from the blacksmithing shop were the tables eagerly awaiting the foodstuff for lunch.  Under some smaller trees and shrubs closer to the shop, were three coolers with drinks/ice specially prepared for us (each one had been identified as diet drinks, water and regular soft drinks) and replenished continuously during the hot day.


     Once inside the shop, I spotted the coffee, pastries, large water cooler and many chairs. These two people had done as much as anyone in preparing for the day’s event for ODBSA and, if you consider that 





Charlie was also the demonstrator, much more. Charlie had completely made the items he was going to demonstrate (in the extreme heat wave we had) because he wanted to show what he was going to make and also wanted to know how long it would take so that he could do his demonstration in the allotted time.


     About 9:15 others started arriving, Wendell Wyland our V.P. of the Library and then Glen Bryant our Recorder. It was a pleasure to meet Wally Coates guests, his mother and father (Ray and Jane Coates); L.T. Skinnell’s guest, his relative from Texas (John Foster) and ODBSA new members who have never attended one of our events before, Bettina Wehner from Fincastle and Rick Martin from Salem. 


      By 10:00 am the starting time for meeting/demo, there were only 14 members/guests present of the 40 who said they were planning on attending. Charlie and Shirley had gone to so much trouble to have everything ready on time for us. Knowing Charlie’s work ethics: never missing a day from work for illness in over 20 years, 2 hours to work one way and then working 10 hour coming home at 8:00 pm and then working in the Blacksmithing shop for hours and, when he says he will do something he does it, preparing everything for this event to adhere to the schedule (even taking two days off from his regular employment to prepare for this event) and one thing about Charlie is: he is always punctual.  Do I ask Charlie if we could start later? I promised him then, if he agreed, no matter how many members/guest were there we would start at 10:15 am.  A few more came by 10:15 am and we started. In hindsight it should have started at 10:00 am


      At lunchtime, I got distracted and I apologize for not taking the group picture then.  When we finally took the picture in late afternoon, the group looked very small because 5 members/guest had already gone.                                                   
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     At one point when I was looking around the shop, it dawned on me that we were doing something extraordinary; I watched Charlie Hanks (wringing wet) doing his demonstration; to his right was Glen Bryant diligently recording everything Charlie did, for all of us to see later on DVDs; to his right were Missy and Wally Coates with their lap top computer capturing it all in words for Missy’s technical report; and the last and the most important, the members/guests observing and learning from Charlie Hanks, our host and demonstrator. This was an amazing and rewarding sight.


    The Iron-in-the-Hat was the best dollar average per Member/Guest received that we have ever had: at $10.83 per person. I did not understand why we had such an increase until I asked Charlie Boothe. His guest, Robert Walker from Bedford who came to pick up an item that Charlie B. had made for him (a professionally made hand-forged clothes or hat rack) also stayed and bought $60.00 worth of Iron-in Hat raffle tickets.  Two items that I remember that really stood out were Mike Tanner’s superbly made (hand-forged) fireplace poker with an animal head and Jerry Jones laser cut Welcome sign with a horse head on it.


    Thank you L.T. Skinnell for saying grace.


    Thank you Peyton Anderson for working with the local Newspaperman.


    Thank you George Juettner for managing the sign-in book.


    Thank you Bettina Wehner for assisting in the Iron-in- the- Hat raffle.


    Thank you Charlie Hanks, David Tucciarone and L.T. Skinnell for agreeing on this Saturday to host ODBSA meetings/demonstrations at your respective shops next year.





     Thank you Jeremiah Tomlinson and Adam Hurd for driving over 5 hours to attend this meeting/demo. Congratulations on your purchases of the pole vise and drill (real bargains). And thanks for semi-volunteering to write the next technical report.


     Thank you Charlie Boothe for selling your items to Jeremiah and Adam at your cost. That is a class act, my man, to help new smiths.


      Thank you Shirley Hanks for again providing blacksmiths with a superb lunch and refreshments. A lot of work and we really do appreciate it.  Please tell your relatives and friends thank you from all of us.


       I hope everyone had a chance to see the little building on the left side with samples of what Charlie H. can do. The things he made are as good as anyone can do. 


       I have said this before but it needs repeating: I believe Charlie Hank’s is as good a blacksmith that we have in this association whose profession is not blacksmithing. He will help anyone who is truly interested in learning this craft. We all witnessed his demonstration on this warm Saturday and we now have a deeper appreciation for his dedication to this craft.  


     Charlie, you have a terrific new Building/Shop/Studio and thank you, from all of us, for a great learning experience and ODBSA is honored to have you as one of our Educational Directors.





Thank you all for your help, support and participation,


Bobby








  


 








                                 By hammer and hand the whole world does stand


  Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


                                                � HYPERLINK "http://www.odbsa.com" ��www.odbsa.com� 


                                                    434-335-5621               





  ODBSA


 Newsletter





Edited 


By Sarah T. Anderson





 Published 


 By Bobby Floyd





Photo of ODBSA Eighth Meeting/Demonstration in front of Charlie Hank’s  Iron from the Fire Forge and Blacksmithing Shop at Lynch Station, Virginia on Saturday the 5th August, 2006 
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Bettina Wehner


  New member





      ODBSA members and guests alike were privileged to enjoy this month’s blacksmithing demonstration in beautiful Lynch Station, Virginia.  At 10:15 am, members and guests took their seats in Charlie Hanks’ brand new shop to watch a demonstration on colonial lighting. 


     Through a series of techniques, Charlie Hanks demonstrated how to forge two colonial-style candleholders.  There were also numerous other items and projects available for members to view such as flowers, other candleholders, hooks, and tools.   


     After enjoying a pulled-barbeque lunch with plenty of fixings, everyone gathered around for Iron-in-the-Hat.  With a number of items on display, this month’s Iron-in-the-Hat raised $325.00 for the organization!  A “thank you” is due to all who participated (with only 30


members in attendance, member and guest support in this event was





Wendell Wyland 


   V.P. Library





certainly appreciated) and for Shirley and Charlie Hanks for providing such a delicious lunch!


     The demonstration resumed after Iron-in-the-Hat, and Charlie completed the second, more intricate candleholder for the auction.  Both items were auctioned off to support the ODBSA – the first candleholder was auctioned off for $16.00 and the second for $52.00, raising an additional $68.00 for the organization.  Thank you so much to all who participated! 





I look forward to seeing you all out in Lexington next month!





Sarah Tanner Anderson (Editor at Large)











