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             Green Coal Report


                                   By David Hinshaw








     September seems to have brought new life to the Blacksmithing community. Cooler weather and upcoming fall festivals have signaled the start of something big. It seems everyone has an event or two coming up in the next months. I’m doing my very first demo and assisting Journeyman Charlie Boothe at another. It’s time to share what I’ve learned.


  Sharing what was learned has to be the focus of this writing. As most of you may know, I spent the third weekend of this month with Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone at the Folk School in Brasstown, N.C. I have found a new favorite forge to work at. Everyone that knows me also knows that the next forge I work at will be my new favorite. Forge Camp Follower should be added to my nametag.


  The school is very much the same as you find at other schools we visit. Danny Ward’s Farrier School and Master Blacksmith Dale Morse’s Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing are very similar. The part that appealed to me most was that all I had to do was Eat, Sleep and Forge. Now that’s a weekend to live for! 


  The class was on tong making and a real challenge for me. I know all the basic steps, setting down the material with half blows to create the jaws of the tongs. A quarter turn of the stock and across the anvil from left to right, for right handed tongs, with more half blows to start the eye of the tongs and across the anvil and more half blows to complete the eye and start the reins. I know all the steps, but really had a hard time forging two halves that really matched. I worked out some of the troubles there at the school and the rest during the drive home. It’s easy to get in a hurry at the school because you’re in a well equipped shop and you want to make as many items as possible in the short amount of time that you have and try out tools that I hope to add to my shop someday. I was able to use one of the power hammers that sit at each end of the shop. What a machine! A lot of fun to use but it was about twenty steps from my forge and I was losing a lot of heat and having to plan heats so as others could use the machine also. There was also a tire hammer and fly-press in the shop but no real need to use them. One thing that I noticed on the way home was that I could still see the shadows of the fire in my line of sight. Something that I had spoke with Master Tucciarone about, but at the time I thought it was the lighting in the shop that was giving me trouble seeing the color in the metal. Safety glasses are a must and in my case dark lenses might be a must have. A lot of members tell me simply don’t stare into the forge, but for some reason that’s a hard habit for me to break. One burnt curly-cue or leaf and my forge time is falling behind again.


      I’ve spoke of the troubles that I encountered but no story would be complete without telling you of the many wonderful things that I saw and the many gifted smiths that I studied with. The school is full of many forged pieces; forged pieces of art would be a better way to report it. Every building at the school has something displayed that was forged by past Masters or gifted students. The new timber-frame addition to the blacksmith shop is amazing and will add about double the space. Not to mention a beautiful place to work and study. The anvils craved on the ends of the over-head floor beams are a very nice touch and wouldn’t you know it I have just the place in my shop that I can use some details like that. Small world, HUH!





The class was shared with four other students who I must mention. I’ll tell you of them here, but I’m sure you’ll hear of them again, there was Doc Wacholz of Rack Forge Knives, a bladesmith from Marble,N.C. Evan Hart, a hobby-smith from LaGrange, Ga. And Marigrace Smith a very good blacksmith from Rome, Ga. All very good in their fields and sure to be heard from again. John the fourth student left before I could get his information. John and I where housemates but I failed to catch his last name.


   Last but not least I must thank Master Tucciarone, for whom this trip would have not have been possible, if not for his willingness to share. But that’s what it’s all about. Sharing what we learn with others. And it’s these ideals that keep the craft of blacksmithing in the general public’s reach. There’s a lot of old knowledge and new ideas to be shared. Tell someone what you know, how you have seen things done and where they can find the information they need. It’s sure to come back to you many times over!


   By a stroke of bad timing my very first public demo falls on the revised O.D.B.S.A. monthly meeting date of Oct. 3rd and will not be able to attend. There-for, I would hope that someone will be willing to step in and cover the event for the newsletter. I plan a full account of my first demo in the Oct. newsletter, along with my adventures with Journeyman Charlie Boothe. Tune in next month and see how it went.


   As I said most of my time was spent Eating, Sleeping and Forging but was able to get a few photos of the forge work that I saw and they should be found in current news.





    Teaching in North Carolina


                         By Dale Morse                                                     


  


  For the weeks of August 16th through the 24th, I had the privilege of teaching at two locations in the mountains of North Carolina. My first destination was Warren Wilson College, my old alma mater, in Swannanoa where I teach the up and coming blacksmithing work crew for a week before classes start. The second week was at John C Campbell Folk School in Brasstown, where I taught an intermediate class in joinery. Though in the mountains, it can often be extremely hot as it is in the South. Fortunately this year was unusually cool with clear days that afforded great views of the surrounding vistas of mountains and frequent rain showers that kept everything green and beautiful. Warren Wilson is a private liberal arts college, but is worth a visit to see the campus if you are ever in the Buncombe County region of NC. I recommend to anyone to take a class at John C Campbell. There are many other classes besides blacksmithing there as well and it is cheaper and has a more lasting experience than any other vacation you could take. �     For me, though, the experience was more of a working vacation. At Warren Wilson I had five returning students from last years crew and four brand new ones. The shop is small so we set up a temporary canopy outside the main workshop with a portable forge and two anvils. This year we devised a group project, which allowed some challenge for the returning students, but had plenty of areas for the new ones to learn. The main academic building on campus was getting a landscaping overhaul and a new seating area was being put in place at the second floor entrance. This created a potential drop over a retaining wall that had been previously sheltered by large bushes. Our task was to design a railing to mount to the top of the retaining wall, built to code, that would fit the surroundings and not impact too greatly on the 


    


   


  


  





mountain view from the new seating area. The returning students put their heads together to come up with an appropriate design with some input as to efficiency of design and code requirements. They settled on an art nouveau design as a centerpiece with a simple picket treatment to either side that descended slightly in elevation to either end. The total was about ten feet of rail. Due to camera technical issues, I cannot share an image with you at this time, but I'm supposed to get a good photo once the piece is installed. The vast majority of the piece was completed before I left, but some items remained, such as powder coating and securing a core drill for installation. The construction techniques we used were entirely traditional. At John C Campbell, the class I taught was an intermediate joinery class, a more involved version of a class I teach here at my school over the course of a weekend. There are two projects that I offer, one focused on interior design and the other architectural techniques. The first is a circular trivet with a trefoil design with scrolls. This trivet is approximately 11" in diameter and has eight forge welds and six tenons. It is particularly challenging as three of the tenons are forged out of a lap weld made earlier. Fortunately, I was able to get my hands on a working camera and took some images of some of these items going together. In the first image, you can see the layout of the two projects with parts of the trivet on the table. The second project is a "sketch in iron" of what could be a corner of a garden gate or some other such structure. It has a gusseted corner tenon, two collars, and five forge welds. The branching scrollwork can be particularly challenging to someone who is not familiar to making scrollwork. The second image shows elements of this piece going together. Students pursuing this project learn a great deal about accurately sizing such work and finding length of starting material. The final image shows these two completed projects. I have a DVD available that covers the trivet project in full. Should something like this interest you, I can sell you a copy for $35. You are welcome to share it, but I do ask that you not make copies. Call me at 434-960-9718 if you would like to purchase one, or find out about some of my upcoming classes.
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  Con’t on next page





Layout of the two projects with parts of the trivet on the table
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Finished Projects. In the above photos on the left is a corner of a garden gate and on the right is a circular trivet with a trefoil design with scrolls.
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                                                                     Group Photo


                   Of the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


                               (Taken on Saturday September 12th at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge Event)





First row from L-R: Bill Roy, Louise Tucciarone, David Tucciarone, Blake Gilbert, Bobby Floyd, Jerry Jones; Second row from L-R:Tiffany Gilbert, Justin Gilbert, Donnie Montgomery, Andy Coleman, Val Harrell, MorganColeman, Tom Harrell, Wendell Wyland, David Hinshaw; Third row from L-R: Steve Ferguson, Charlie Boothe, Ted Crockett and Gary Hatmaker. 
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                                      ODBSA Next Event is Saturday October 3rd 


                                            Plantation Forge 





Hosts:                                              Jocelyne and Bobby Floyd  (Buttercup Plantation)�                                               816 Honey Bee Road


                                                        Long Island, VA 24569


                                                        434-335-5621


�Time:                                              10:00 A.M. until at least 3:00 P.M.


Cost:                                               $15 admission fee except for guests and non-blacksmithing family members.


50/50 Raffle:                                  Yes, for those that want to participate.   �Refreshments/Lunch:                   Yes, $6 each person (taken at the sign in table) except for my guests who are bring food for us. 


                 


Subject to be demonstrated:        Colonial Chandelier and other unknown items, if he has the time.


Demonstrator:                               Master Blacksmith Ken Schwarz, the Master of the shop at Colonial Williamsburg.


Info:                                                Three years ago Ken did a demo for us at L.T’s Skinnell shop in Bedford, VA in June and I remember two of the items that he made. One was a Froe and the other was a Hold Down. I was lucky enough to win the Hold Down at auction and still use it in my shop. Both of these item took a lot of drawing out and I have yet to see anyone that puts more in his hammer swing than Ken. He is the only Master Blacksmith that I have seen that stands on his toes and when he swings, his heels hit the floor as he swings to get the most of his stroke. I have tried it and I’m not yet coordinated enough to make it work. Ken is one of those Master Blacksmiths that seem to have it all, great knowledge of this craft, great personal mechanics of this craft, great desire to teach others and great personality for the public. He and others at the shop are doing what I would love to do and that is figuring out how they used to make item in earlier times using wrought iron and make it. .


       We are very excited and lucky to have Ken demo because he does not do many exterior (outside of Colonial Williamsburg) demonstrations because his job as manager of the Anderson Blacksmithing Shop in Colonial Williamsburg keeps him busy, as do the many television interviews/appearances. Ken has been on the History Channel many times as well as PBS.


       If you have the chance, don’t miss Ken’s demonstration!   


Directions:


From South (Danville area) 29 North to Gretna-29 North Bus. In Gretna to traffic light. Turn right (40 east) go 10 miles to Mount Airy. Turn left on 640. Stay on 640 to 761. Turn right on 761. Stay on 761 you will see Straightstone Baptist Church keep on 761 and turn right on 3rd paved road from Church. Honeybee rd rte 639----- about 3/4 mile is the 2nd mail box on right (white #816) Turn right here. Gravel driveway is ½ mile. �From East (Brookneal) 40 West to Cody (brick country store) at Cody- turn right on 640 and stay on 640 to dead end. Turn left on 639- When you see sign of “leave Halifax county enter Pittsylvania Co.” it is 1st driveway on left –white mailbox #816 –Gravel driveway is ½ mile long.� From North (Lynchburg) 29 south to traffic light at rte24. Turn left (24 east) to 501. On 501 go south to Gladys (approx 8 miles). In Gladys at Exxon station (on your left) TURN RIGHT onto rte 761 to Long Island and cross railroad tracks and stay on 761 past Staunton river bridge for 2 to 2 and half miles. Turn left on rte 639 (Honeybee Rd) to 2nd mailbox on right about 3/4 mile(White box # 816) Turn Right. Gravel driveway is ½ mile. If using 501- Stay on 501 south to Gladys and follow above directions from Gladys �From West using Rte 40 Stay on 40 east until 10 miles past Gretna to Mt Airy. Turn left on 640 and stay until 761- turn right on 761 and stay on 761 (you will see Straightstone Baptist church) keep on 761 to the 3 rd paved road on the right from Church. Turn right onto rte 639 Honeybee Rd. Our driveway is at the 2nd mailbox on right (white box #816). Gravel driveway is ½ long. 





NOTE: The Last ODBSA Event for the year 2009 will be held on Saturday November 14th at Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA and David will be our Demonstrator.





Bobby Floyd 


Jocelyne Floyd 


Charlie Boothe 


Renee Boothe 


Val Harrell 


Tom Harrell 


Jerry Jones 


Morgan Coleman 


Andy Coleman 


Gary Hatmaker 


 








11.Donnie Montgomery    12.Justin Gilbert            13.Blake Gilbert            14.David Tucciarone                     15. George Juettner                16.Phylis Juettner                   17.David Oakes          18.Stewart Smith         19.Rhonda Crabtree       20.Carrie Boothe 








If you’re planning on attending this event please let me know because refreshment/lunch is provided.


Below is a list ODBSA Members/Guests who said that they were planning on attending this event.





21.Dave Brown        22.Ken Schwarz     23.John Hussey      24.Ann Hussey   25.Kathryn St John 26.Terry Morgan    27.Holly Morgan 28.Lucretia Whitehouse 29.Kathy Liston      














 


30. Earl Stain


31.  Richard Bartelt


32.  





                Current News


                              By Bobby Floyd





Appomattox Railroad Festival will have two Blacksmith demonstrators from ODBSA on Saturday October 10th. Charlie Boothe is bringing an extra forge station for David Hinshaw to demonstrate from. 


Journeyman Blacksmith Charlie Boothe is getting paid $150 to do the demo at the Appomattox Railroad Festival on Oct 10th & 11th!  This is Charlie's first paid Event and I think it's only fair that everyone that does public demonstrations get a little something to help cover the cost of gas, coal, metal, time, etc.


Dixie Classic Fair in Winston-Salem, NC on Oct 2-11. If you have never attended this fair, it's time that you considered going. My wife and I like it better than the fair in Richmond, VA. The local Blacksmiths in the area have a large shop set up with two forges going the whole time with some very talented Smiths demonstrating. Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps is usually making assorted items and telling his stories. Other ODBSA members who have helped or demonstrated in the shop are Missy & Wally Coates and I got to run my mouth about Blacksmithing to the public a couple of years ago. For more information please go to the following Web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcfair.com/" �http://www.dcfair.com/� 


Twenty-four new photos of ODBSA’s last event at David Tucciarone’s SunRise Forge on Sept 12th have been posted at bottom of the Current News Page. Photos by Jerry Jones and Ted Crockett.


Author/Blacksmith Charles McRaven is offering a Blacksmithing Workshop. For more information please go to his Web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.charlesmcraven.com" ��www.charlesmcraven.com� �Note: Mr. McRaven did a great demonstration for ODBSA three years ago in Rustburg. 


E-mail from Bill Roy:�You know I watch a lot of blacksmith items on eBay just to see what stuff sells, and for how much. One of the items I started to watch recently was this simple old iron fork.  No big deal really.  Or so I thought.  The only reason I watched it was because of the challenge article in the newsletter.�It wasn’t too unlike the two forks that Dave bought at the flea market recently for next to nothing. So I didn’t expect it to sell for very much, maybe $20 or so due to its antique value.�Well, it just sold yesterday after only 11 bids for a whopping $340 bucks!!!


Note: Everyone that can and has the time please make and bring your hand-forged fork to our November Event.


Congratulations to Justin Gilbert, the winner of the 50/50 raffle ($25.00)


 Total admission fee at last event was $210.00.


I again will have the opportunity on Saturday October 10th to wear my historic outfit, run my mouth and do my simple demonstration at Dr. Cabell’s home (Point of Honor) in Lynchburg, VA. He was not only Patrick Henry’s Doctor but was the attending physician of the person that built our Plantation home. Even though the Point of Honor manor house is a little older that ours it has many of the same historic characteristics as our home.�





From John Riddle:�On Saturday September12th, I did a demo at Oriskany, VA, which is an old iron ore mining community.  As usual I made the horse head hooks on horseshoes. After a while I got tired of doing the same thing over and over, so I tried something different. I used a piece of ½ “ square stock and cut some groves along the length of the bar on all four sides. Then put it in the vise and did a one turn twist on it. Everyone was just amazed at what I just did. Some of the people wanted to watch me do it again. It wasn’t long until I had a big crowd watching me do this simple twist. It just takes something simple and different to entertain people.                                                                  The festival in Fincastle on the 19th & 20th had three blacksmiths there, Bryan Fritts, Coleman Reese and myself. Bryan was doing the demo and Coleman and I were selling the things that we had made.                        On Oct.3rd I’m planning on going to Mt. Hope Community Center, which is near Richwood, W.VA for a demonstration. 


 Journeyman Blacksmith L. T. Skinnell will be demonstrating on October 3rd at the Peaks of Otter and on October the 10th at Big Otter Mill both just outside Bedford, VA.


Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone is doing a paid demonstration for the Avoca Museum in Altavista, VA in October. 


Journeyman Blacksmith Glen Bryant has at least two demonstrations in October. On the 10th he will be at Douthat State Park near Clifton Forge, VA for the Apple Festival and on the 17th in Stuart, VA for the Apple Dumpling Festival. 


Apprentice Blacksmith David Hinshaw will be performing his first Public Demonstration on Saturday October 3rd in Rocky Mount, VA at the Rocky Mount Farmers Festival.


George Juettner’s (ODBSA member) hip replacement operation on Sept 8th was successful and they had him up and moving the same day as the operation.  George has been in some serious pain over the last few years. With both hips replaced, he said his pain is just about gone  away. 


FYI: part of an e-mail just received from another blacksmithing group---"Y'all have some great communication pieces with the web site and newsletter."�Jim Piggott�Mississippi Forge Council �Their Web site is: � HYPERLINK "http://www.msforgecouncil.com/" �http://www.msforgecouncil.com/�


Thank you Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone for the insight on how you price your hand-forged items that you sell to the public and also for the good demonstration about Colonial lighting that was done at our last Event.








     Photos at David Tucciarone SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA


                                                        By Ted Crockett and Jerry Jones
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