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The intent is to fuller in at these two marks to start the shape of the handle. Using a sharp chisel, start the cut at a forging heat. Keep the metal hot and the chisel cool for the cut. Don't cut all the way through on the anvil. Cut most of the way and then put a piece of material under the work for the final cut through.
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             Special Notes 


                      From Jocelyne Floyd


     There are absolutely no words strong enough to express the full extent of my gratitude to the following people for all their assistance in making the event of October 3rd such an enormous success.


     Rhonda Crabtree and Renee Boothe: for getting here so early to help out with the last minute preparations; an unfortunate incident had left the “old bones” of my right shoulder in excruciating pain which had delayed me considerably during the week preceding the event; they “took Over” and were so exceptional in their efficiency for getting everything ready in time.  As if their help was not enough, Rhonda had baked her wonderful “made from scratch” chocolate cake and had made a detour to buy last minute items on her way here; Renee had also brought a great cherry cheesecake. Even young Carrie Boothe got into action in assisting Rhonda and Renee with their chores. Special thanks also go to Phyllis Juettner for her now “Famous” and requested dump cake, coleslaw and her quick thinking in the proper placement of the food for lunch. Gale Moose for all her assistance and her “sneaky” speed for the clean-ups; Ann Hussey for the delicious cookies, brownies and veggie casserole; Kathryn St. John for bringing cheese and crackers.


     As most of the people have noticed at past events where we were the host, I am usually like a humming bird going quickly from one thing to another non-stop and therefore miss the opportunities to talk to so many members/guests. For that, I truly apologize but I remain steadfast in my gratitude to all for attending these events, which are so special to us….


     Bobby and I barely recognized Ken Schwarz without his mustache but were so immensely trilled with his presence and great performance. 


     I had the good fortune to talk with him about his daughter’s horseback riding competitions and various subjects and was able to extract from him a solid promise to return here for future events.


    Again, thank you so much to all for contributing to the success of this special day.


 


 


 








              Green Coal Report


                           By Tom Harrell





     Well folks David Hinshaw was doing a “demo” at the “Farmers Festival” in Rocky Mount, Va. this weekend and thus could not be at “Buttercup” to take notes for this report. Bobby cornered me at “Sunrise Forge” even before I could get a cup of coffee and said “I’ve got a job for you”. Since I had no place to hide and could not think of a good excuse, I was hooked.  My literary talents do not come close to those of David so you will have to bear the mundane.


     All manner of superlatives could be used to describe the Saturday at “Buttercup”. Well, to say the least, it was fantastic. Once again our most gracious hostess, Jocelyne, along with friends and neighbors, put out a mid day meal which would satisfy the palate of any Food Channel guru. Many thanks to all the “ladies” for their work. Of course Bobby’s four legged buddies were there in force doing a little begging, looking for a pat or two, drinking from the slack tub and not letting anyone come up the drive without a tumultuous greeting. Several of our “old hands” could not be there due to other commitments but, as usual, Charlie Boothe kept a close eye on the proceedings. Still don’t know why Charlie tries to hide when it is time for the group photo. You reckon he might already have his picture in a post office somewhere?


     Our demonstrator was Ken Schwarz, the Blacksmith shop master in Colonial Williamsburg. As is the case with all our “Demonstrators”, there is always something to be learned from their presentations. As some of us know, it is difficult to go into an unfamiliar shop, instantly become acquainted with the environment, putting on a “Demo” which leaves the observers making mental comments  “I’ve got to try that” or “why didn’t I think of that?” My personal favorite is “boy he sure makes it look easy”. No matter what your thoughts may be the important thing is to make time to be in your forge and don’t let the size of your scrap pile be a discouragement. The thing to do is, start with simple basic projects and keep at those projects until all your actions become automatic. Functional simplicity was the task of all early “Smiths”.  No doubt about it! Ken is a “master smith” and has a developed a talent for working at the forge and anvil. It is obvious that each of his hammer blows has been thought out beforehand and he knows what each is going to do to the hot metal. This can only be acquired from practice, lots of practice, and planning the project mentally and on paper. I guess the biggest mistake most of us make is trying to match the techniques of the demonstrator. By so doing all you’re accomplishing is a shotgun approach in the development of a particular style unique to you. Glean what works for you within range of the tools and equipment in your shop. If you have the time and money, take classes with any one of our members who offer them. Remember, Blacksmithing is not your primary job. No one can fire you for mistakes, so enjoy it.


     Ken Schwarz got his start in Blacksmithing in 1977 during his senior year in high school when he responded to an ad to take a course with Randy McDaniel (If any of you do not have a copy of “A BLACKSMITHING PRIMER” by Randy McDaniel do yourself a favor and get a copy) at the Carroll County Farm Museum in Westminster, Maryland. From there the rest is a long career devoted to the art and practice of Blacksmithing and other areas of working metal. In 1982 Ken was hired on at the James 





     Anderson Shop in CW by the then Master of the shop Peter Ross. Ken never stopped and is now the Master of the Anderson Shop in CW.


     One of the many interesting articles I have read about Ken is a discussion between him and Jay Gaynor about casting an 18th century bronze three pound light infantry cannon. Not only was the technique discussed, but also, the cannon was cast. It is easy to see that Ken has a broad based, keen knowledge of the history of the many aspects of “working metal” as well as the history of Blacksmithing in Colonial Williamsburg and the James Anderson shop.


     After socializing, coffee and signing in, the morning at “Buttercup” got underway at 10:00. Ken’s first project was a “practical and functional” 18th century chandelier. Before beginning Ken handed out copies of a full scale drawing of the original piece in CW.  The shop became silent and all were attentive, yes even Bobby.  Ken went on to explain each step in the process and gave us a history lesson in wrought iron vs. modern mild steel. It was then “iron in the fire” and the ring of the anvil as the individual components of the chandelier took shape under the strong, rapid and decisive blows of Ken’s hammer. The two arms were shaped out first. The metal, which would form the candleholders at the end of each arm, was drawn out by peening down the center of the stock working towards the edges. The candleholders were shaped using a swage block and drift. They were then bent up on the arms. The center of each arm was punched with a square hole. The square hole “will keep the arms from shifting on the shaft after penning the tenon”. The shaft was next with a forge-welded ring at the top and a twist in the length of the shaft. I thought it was unique how Ken drew out material for the ring leaving the full diameter of the stock at the end. This end was scarfed and then welded to the shaft. A square tenon was then put on the opposite end of the shaft and its shoulders dressed with a file. The two arms were lined up and peened to the shaft. The four pieces, which would make up the chain were cut to length, scarfed, shaped, forge welded, giving a twist and linked one to the other. Another ring was made up which would link the chain to the chandelier. After lunch/dinner Ken gave us a history lesson in the manufacturing of nails in Colonial Virginia and demonstrated not only the process but also several different styles of heads. He also dispelled the myth that “structures were burned down to recover nails” pointing out that every shop had “nail smiths, often women and children” who turned out nails by the thousands.


                      Words and advice from Ken:


“Get the metal hot and keep it hot using a yellow heat close to welding heat”.


 “ I use a 2 ½ to 3 pound 18th century style hammer”.


 “Watch, learn but develop your own style”. 


 “Know your anvil and its dimensions. This will save time when measuring pieces of your work”


 “Use dividers. They are more efficient then a scale”


 “Start with simple practical functional projects, don’t become discouraged, and practice, practice and more practice”.


“Repetition of a process will lead to perfection”.“


Do research into the technology and techniques of both early and modern day “Smiths”.


 It is “Smiths” like Ken and organizations such as ODBSA, which keep the art of Blacksmithing alive.








      I had made a drive hook for a young boy whose father had stopped by and was having a little trouble keeping the youngster in site. Well by asking the young man how I should make this hook I was able to keep his attention and at the same time let his father enjoy the demo. Should I put a twist in the shaft? The answer was yes. Should I place a curly-cue on the end? Please was the answer. Do you think I should hit it with my brass brush just to give it something extra? Blank stare, but I did it anyway and the magic came when I told him I would like for him to have it, if it was O-K with dad. Dad was as pleased as the young man was, for they had something that was made right in front of them and got to take it home with them. But I had given a gift to one child in front of many children and could not forsake the others. As if on queue Charlie and I both started making hooks and passing them out to the youngest of the crowd with many thanks and smiles from the parents. Lesson learned make give-a-ways ahead of time.


   I said “the word” twice and credit the second gift of magic to just working with Charlie Boothe and spending the day with him and his family. Somehow just knowing that Charlie was there with his vast knowledge and know-how seemed to ease all the fears that I had brought with me. And I must thank each and everyone that has shared his or her knowledge of this craft with me, that I may share with others and may-be, just may-be spark an interest into this craft in someone that I share with. 


    I said earlier that I’ve not missed a regular monthly meeting since I joined O.D.B.S.A. one year ago this very month and would like to be counted as “present or accounted for” because I was sharing with the public the very things that you shared with me and I was wearing my Old Dominion hat both days. Promise!








more than happy to come to his event, I learned that the monthly meeting had been changed to the first weekend. Well you guys and gals got to see “magic”. Me, I lived it. Pull your chairs in close and I’ll share my story with you.


      Thursday morning, two days before the event, I’m not ready and have second thoughts about my ability to pull this thing off. More questions than answers at this point. What do I make in front of a crowd? What do I say to the public? Well would you believe that all I had to do was go to the O.D.B.S.A. web site? No joke, it’s all right there in print. That has to be listed as magic, spoof there it is, but the back of the truck is empty. What do I take with me? This I worked out on my own. As most of you know my third love, Miss Rhonda and Blacksmithing take first and second, is tent camping and before every trip I set up “camp” in the yard, then pack that camp site into the back of the truck. Works every time by giving me a feel for what’s missing or needs attention before I leave. Anyone who has opened a can of “pork and beans” with an axe, in the dim glow of a gas lantern has to agree with me on this point. Is it magic? No, just “Been There-Done That” with no merit badge or tee-shirt to show for it.   


      Saturday morning came and I was ready, all except for the part of standing in front of people I didn’t know and telling them of things that I myself was still in the process of learning. All my fears faded away as soon as I opened my truck door, for the spot that event had given me was in the back parking lot between the tractor displays. The main crowd was on the far side of the center and I would have little traffic other than the event staff and the one lone steer corralled-up in a livestock trailer. This did not last long for a group of young ladies, all F.F.A. members, came to visit with the cow and saw me setting-up my demo. The next thing I know a couple of the ladies were on their cell phones telling family and friends that there is a blacksmith in the back parking lot, HURRY! The rest of the story is nothing but “magic”. A steady stream of questions and I knew the answers to most of them. In the five hours that I was there I only made a couple of hooks and twisted a few bars of metal just to show how I had made items that where brought from home as displays. The biggest interest was in the equipment that I had brought. Seems everyone had an old anvil or forge that had belonged to family members and wanted to know what I knew of them. Could they do what I was doing with what they had? Before I knew it the day was complete and my wife said, “You did well”. But remember she’s a fan of mine and tends to be some-what biased.


      Well it’s Saturday morning again, one week later, and I’m worried again. What will I make and what will I say to this new group of people that I don’t know? Had I known in advance how many people would be coming to this event, Charlie Boothe may have been standing by himself in front all those people. Twenty thousand was one number that was reported. I really don’t have a guess as to how many of this vast number stopped by the blacksmithing demo, but I do know it was a steady flow all day long. The large crowd didn’t seem to matter because you really only see the people that are standing closest to you. I’ll have to remember that in the future to help put down the jitters brought on by large groups of people that I don’t know. Knowing that some reader somewhere has just had the thought that he’s half way through this paragraph and has not used “the word” YET. Magic and more magic for those of you who are counting. First in the faces of the small children who waited their turn at the rope, all well behaved by the way, just to receive a small hook or key ring that Charlie and I had started making as fast as we could as give-a-ways.                                           Con’t on  next page








   First Time Demonstrations


                         By David Hinshaw


    Those of you that have read the Green Coal Report in the past know that when I use the “magic” word that, I have learned something new or was really impressed with something that I saw or did. Well this time out was a double dose of the old magic. Two public Demonstrations in two weekends, count-em two, and both held “magic”. I know, I know, you thought that by now I would be telling you that I saw a Master Blacksmith making beautiful hand-crafted items, hammering behind his back, telling jokes and only taking one heat on his metal that was brought to heat with a single cup of green coal. I wasn’t there, but I’m sure that’s what happened. What has happened Mr. Editor? You’ve not missed a meeting since you joined our group! Did you miss the memo? Have you been ill? Did you hit another deer? No. No. And No, what happened was that the phone rang and a gentleman from Rocky Mount, Va. wanted to know if I would be willing to demonstrate to the public at an event he had planned the for first weekend in October. The first weekend of the month works for me, our group meets the second weekend and I’ll have something to share with the group. As soon as I told him, yes, I would be 





                Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


                         October 3rd Group Photo


     This was the largest attended Monthly Event this year with Master Blacksmith Ken Schwarz, the Master of the Shop (Anderson Blacksmith Shop) from Colonial Williamsburg as our Teacher/Demonstrator. Note: Ken is petting our Great Pyrenees Alex, also know as Big Baby and our German Shepherd Hobo is kissing me. Great demonstrator, food, turnout, weather and FUN!





 beginning. Since there is heat in the bar, go ahead and forge down to the fuller to start the handle. See picture #4.























 





Once done, put the fork in the vise vertically, tines up, grabbing it right at the fuller point. Forge the tines down flat and perpendicular to the original bar so that it makes a T shape. On the far edge of the anvil, step the tines over the edge and forge into the end at the edge of the anvil. You are trying to eliminate all traces of the base of your chisel cut and establish a transition from the tines to the handle. Once done to your liking, forge the tines over the horn and shape into a typical fork end. 





















































  


   








See picture #1. A piece of mild steel plate works for this, though aluminum such as that shown in picture #2 is better. This protects the chisel and anvil from damage. When this is done, push it perpendicular and bring the first one back in line with the parent bar.


















































 













































































Once split, push one of the tines perpendicular to the parent stock to get it out of the way. Draw the one that is in line with the parent bar to a nice point.  Forge a point on this one as well. It is a good idea to make a chalk mark on the anvil or somewhere to indicate the length that you wish to forge each tine to so they come out the same at the end. You can see the forged tines in picture #3. 
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Photo by John Riddle





Apprentice Blacksmith David Hinshaw in Appomattox, VA 





            Grill Fork


           By Master Blacksmith Dale Morse


(Owner of the Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing and ODBSA Vice President of Education.)��I started this project with a 12" long piece of 1/4" X 3/4" stock. I laid out the bar by marking my cut, which is down the center of the bar and two inches in length. I also marked and center punched 2 1/2" down and 8 1/2" down from the end to be cut. 
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Fuller at the center punch mark just below the tines. This is the mark that you put 2 1/2" from the end of the bar in the 


                                                                      Con’t on next page





 See picture #5. Note the step from the tines to the handle on the bottom side of the fork (shown on top in the picture). Let cool and flip the whole piece around so that you are holding onto the tines. Heat and fuller at the second center punch mark that was originally at 8 1/2" down from the top end of the piece. For my handle, I also fullered near the end and gave the resulting piece between the fullers a bit of a taper as pre shaping the end of the handle. See picture #6. Taper down the bit at the end to a nice long flat taper and scroll it into a hook end to your liking. Flatten and bevel the rectangular block left between the fuller and the hook. Finish rounding out the center portion of the handle to make it smooth and give the whole piece a slight arc. Clean and wax and use it the next time you grill out.





�





�





�





#5





#4





#3





#2





�





#1





#6





               Current News


                               By Bobby Floyd


Please don’t forget that Danny Ward has invited all ODBSA members to attend the 32nd year of his hosting the Eastern Farrier Conference in Martinsville, VA on Saturday, November 7th at his Danny Ward Horseshoeing School. It will have lots of vendors; winners of the National Champion Horseshoes contest will demonstrate and free food. 


� HYPERLINK "http://dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com" ��http://dannywardhorseshoeingschool.com� 


Three NEW applications to join ODBSA were taken at our last Event with Ken. Please welcome our newest Old Dominion Blacksmith Association members: Charles Tarasisdis, Michael Malloy and Marshall Ecker


Our newest Blacksmith Public demonstrator is Apprentice Blacksmith Ron Howard.  Congratulations Ron! Ron was visiting the Dixie Classic Fair in Winston Salem, NC and while watching the NC blacksmiths, he introduced himself, 








 





and they invited him to demonstrate with them. He did and stayed four hours demonstrating to the public. We are proud to say that Old Dominion Blacksmith Association now had 24 of its members that demonstrated to the public.                                       * Journeyman Blacksmith John Riddle accepted immediately the call for a demonstrator that was posted on our Web site for a demonstrator at a Girl Scout camp even though it was a long way from his home. John said: they had groups of about 8 every fifteen minutes or so. I give each group a choice of a horseshoe hook, an S hook, leaf, or a small Horseshoe. Most of the girls wanted to watch me make a miniature horseshoe. With a group every fifteen minutes, I stayed busy all day long, but I enjoyed doing it for them. The girls sure did enjoy it. Most of the adults liked it as much as much as the girl scouts.�Note: Our hats are off to John for doing this for the girl scouts; these young girls will "always" remember Blacksmith John Riddle! �                                                                 Con’t on next page








Free one-day beginner blacksmithing class and lunch is offered anytime to ODBSA members at the Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA.  Blake Gilbert and his father Justin started their beginner training the afternoon and night after the last Event with Ken and continued through Sunday afternoon. They spent the night with us to be able to get an early start on Sunday. Blake was the most determined person to learn that I have ever instructed and by Sunday afternoon he looked like a professional blacksmith with his hammer swing.  Justin's finished items are really impressive. He is a very precise blacksmith, taking his time and making sure it looks perfect, like Journeyman Blacksmith Charlie Boothe. Charlie not only assisted me in teaching but also spent some time repairing some of my equipment. Both Blake and Justin did great for the first time ever blacksmithing!





The Plantation Forge was full with “standing room only” for most of the day as Master Blacksmith Ken Schwarz, the Master of the Anderson Blacksmith Shop in Colonial Williamsburg made a historic chandelier. There were over 60 members/guests there to watch & listen to this gifted professional teach, demonstrate and educate us all about the historic Craft of Blacksmithing. Thank you very much Ken Schwarz for everything!





The above photo is Journeyman Charlie Boothe and Apprentice David Hinshaw in the back. Charlie was hired to demonstrate for two days at the 31st Appomattox Railroad Festival in October. David helped him Saturday and I helped Sunday.  Over 20,000 people were in attendance.





To the right is the photo of the historic chandelier that Ken demonstrated how to make for all in attendance. 





The most surprising thing of Ken’s demonstration was his ability to shape things using his hammer hitting hot metal and answering questions from us at the same time, especially since he had never made this item before.                   
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Talk about ugly! This photo and article were taken and written by Carollyn Peerman from The Lynchburg Ledger Newspaper and was on the front page.  While sitting on my work bench at the end of the day of demonstrating to the public at the Point of Honor, a historic home in Lynchburg, VA, Mrs. Peerman came by with a camera and said: sit up straight, put the cigarette out, put the coffee down, be still and then she took this photo. Nearly all information for the article came from ODBSA brochure. 





Part of an e-mail from Bill Roy:�First Fire--Finally!�     I finally fired up my forge for the first time.  My older son, Billy was home from college on Fall break and gave me a good excuse to take Monday off from work.  I set up my things and we both took turns banging on some leftover rebar scraps I had laying around.  �    We had an absolute blast.  And I didn’t mind the cool weather a bit.  In fact, I rather enjoyed it.�





Ted Crockett


Louise Tucciarone


Charles Tarasisdis


Gary Hatmaker


Morgan Coleman


Andy Coleman


Donnie Montgomery


Justin Gilbert


Blake Gilbert








               ODBSA Next Event is Saturday November 14th


                                         SunRise Forge





Hosts:                                        David and Louise Tucciarone�                                           9332 Wards Road�                                                   Rustburg, Virginia 24588             �                                                   434-821-8424 �        �Time:                                         10:00 A.M. until at least 3:00 P.M.


Cost:                                          $15 admission fee except for first time guests and non-blacksmithing family members.


50/50 Raffle:                             Yes, for those that want to participate.   �Refreshment:                            Yes (donation jar)�Lunch:                                       12:00 until 1:00 PM.  Please bring your own lunch or go to near-by eating-places


Subject to be demonstrated:  10 simple items for X-mas gifts


Demonstrator:                         Master Blacksmith/Educator David Tucciarone


Directions:                               Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox. 





If you’re planning on attending ODBSA Event at SunRise Forge in Rustburg, VA on Sat. Nov. 14th, please let me know.


If your name is listed and you cannot make it, please let me know. Here are some that have already said that they are planning on attending:


David Tucciarone 


Charlie Boothe 


Bobby Floyd 


David Hinshaw 


Tom Harrell 


Val Harrell  


Wendell Wyland 


Ron Howard 


Jerry Jones 


John Riddle  


 











      WE WILL “NOT” HAVE AN EVENT IN DECEMBER!


ODBSA next Event will be held on Saturday January 9th, 2010 at Evington Iron Works in Evington, VA. � HYPERLINK "http://www.evingtonironworks.com" ��www.evingtonironworks.com�  His shop is not far from David Tucciarone’s shop in Rustburg, VA. 





Jeromey Funderburk, the owner of this very successful business and ODBSA member has agreed to demonstrate his many new very expensive pieces of equipment in his fabricating shop and powder coating shop. A lot of people believe the fabricating shop is the modern Blacksmithing shop. You come, you see, you decide.  Jeromey started as a blacksmith.








Congratulations to Donnie Montgomery for winning the 50/50 raffle ($42.00)


Don’t forget to bring your hand-forged fork for show and tell at the November Event.  If you have a forge station and have the time there is no excuse now because Master Blacksmith/Educator Dale Morse has a how-to-do-it article in this Newsletter. 


Ron Howard suggested that everyone that wants to, please provide me with a “Wish List” of demonstrators for next year. I think it is a great idea, Ron. I already have Ron Howard, David Hinshaw and John Riddle’s “Wish List”. Suggestions on what shops and places that you want to see and what you want to be demonstrated are also welcomed.


We now have 78 members that had never blacksmith before joining Old Dominion Blacksmith Association. 
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Justin





Charlie





Blake








