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                   Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Group Photo


              Taken at Journeyman Blacksmith Jeremy Funderburk’s Evington Iron Works in January, 2010





First row L-R: Wendell Wyland, Bill Roy, Bobby Floyd, Jerry Jones, Steven Martin, Bob Moose & Charlie Boothe





Above first row L-R: Ted Crockett, Norman McKenzie, Steve Ferguson, Mike Mckenzie,Michael Peay, L.T. Skinnell, T.W. Hudson, Dave Brown, David Tucciarone, Richard Bartelt, Val Harrell, Tom Harrell, Chuck McCauley, David Oakes, Gale Moose,  John Riddle, Bill Jenner,  Danny Ward, Jeremy Funderburk & David Hinshaw. 





         Green Coal Report


                            By Dave Brown





A good hot coal forge would have been welcome on the cold January day we gathered at Jeremy Funderburk’s Evington Iron Works to see how modern technology has changed the iron working trade, but the coal forge was not fired up.  There is a gas forge and the symbols of blacksmiths, hammers and an anvil, but they are seldom needed.   The project demonstrated was a log rack - a rectangular frame five feet wide, three feet tall and 16 inches deep with decorative twists on the verticals and hammer mark decoration on the side braces.  All work was done cold – the hydraulic power of the Hebö machine (The Hebö system was designed and built by � HYPERLINK "http://web.mac.com/robertrayson/USA_Hebo/About_Hebo.html" \o "About_Hebo.html" �German blacksmiths� for the ornamental iron industry; in1968 the first wrought iron machine was developed by the Founder of the Company Hans-Erich Böhl and they have been expanding and improving the machine system’s capabilities ever since.) took the place of the metal softening power of heat and the shaping power of the hammer and wrench.  





Next came fabrication of the uprights.  These were made from one inch square solid stock which was cut to length (36”) with a low speed cut off saw.  This looks a lot like a woodworker's chop saw – but has significant differences.  Jeremy called it the safest saw in the shop.  The slow blade speed (60 rpm) will not grab and cut flesh and does not throw chips.  The High Speed Steel blade is cooled and lubricated as it cuts by a stream of water with an added lubricant.  This saw made quick work of the stock and left a smooth finish on the cut.





�





The first step (after the plan was drawn on the welding table) was to use the Hebö to put the decorative hammer marks on the side braces.  The square stock is fed through rollers with special dies that forge the desired dimples into the edges of the square steel; each pass does two corners ( diagonally opposite).   There are different dies for different stock sizes and shapes and different forge textures.  The rollers on the outfeed table were adjusted to keep the bar straight; they could also be used to impart a gentle curve to the work if desired.   No heat, no hammering, all uniform and all done in about the time it would have taken to heat the bar one time the old fashioned way, and no difficulties with the flat of the anvil disturbing previously made hammer marks.





�
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Once the uprights were cut to length, the decorative twist was done – again cold and again with the Hebö.  The piece was put into the Hebö so both ends of the twist are held, and the machine programmed for the twist.   Jeremy planned a 360˚ twist in the steel, so he set it to twist 375˚and then back off 15˚ this is necessary with steel to accommodate its “springiness”.   The Hebö machine twisted the one inch solid bar like it was butter in the hands of Mighty Joe Young.  It can cold twist (and break) steel as large as inch and a half.  Once again the Hebö machine has demonstrated its worth in improving productivity - all four twists done in less time than one bar that size could be heated in a coal forge.   
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The base of the rack was made from one inch square tube.  A carpenter’s square is used to draw square lines on the welding table with soapstone.  The base and uprights were tack welded to the table with the inert gas welder.  This will hold them in place while they are welded together. (note - the twists cause the uprights to be about an eighth of an inch higher so if we needed to be precise we would shim the untwisted base up to matching height).





The electric welder is much faster than forge welding a joint of this size and shape.  There is no scarfing the joint in preparation, no need to heat one inch square solid stock to welding heat and no need to hammer the welded pieces back into shape and the joint back into square after welding.  I think it would take extraordinary blacksmith skill to weld with the hollow base; I would think it might be necessary to first forge weld a short section of the ends of the base solid to withstand the forge welding to the uprights without collapsing.  
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After welding the three exposed sides of both joints, the tack welds are ground off with an angle grinder and the piece is flipped over to weld the remaining side and then decorative cast iron ball caps are welded onto the tops of the uprights.  These castings add elegance for a small investment in time and money.  
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All the welds were then cleaned up with a special disk in another angle grinder (a Zirconia flap disc that grinds away excess and polishes the piece).  As my #2 son likes to remind me, in a production environment it is often more economical to have multiple tools so time is not wasted configuring and setting up.





The next event was a demonstration of just how brittle cast iron is.  One of the U shaped assemblies fell from upright and both cast iron ball ends broke off on impact with the concrete floor.   This was followed by a demonstration of the ability of the MIG welder to weld cast iron as the balls were reattached and these welds were also cleaned up with the zirconia disc.
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Once the frames were welded, it was off to the plasma cutter to cut out the eight inch gussets to reinforce the frame corners.  Jeremy made an automated cutting machine by taking a handheld plasma cutter and mounted it in a CNC (Computer Numerical Control) machine with a special bed to lay the steel plate on...  He mentioned a competitor visited his shop and took a lot of pictures of this plasma cutting setup and then gave him the most sincere compliment – he copied it.  Jeremy programmed the triangular shape with a decorative cutout and a small notch in the corner to allow for the weld on the frame on the CNC program on the computer and mounted the cutter in the CNC cradle (pointed out it is very important to mount it perpendicular to the sheet steel to be cut; the CNC holds the nozzle tip to 0.100” and if it is not perpendicular this height tracking would be adversely affected).  The cutter leaves a small amount of slag on the backside of the cut which is easily chipped off.  The gussets for this lumber rack were cut from 3/16” steel plate; the plasma cutter can cut up to ¾” steel.  It takes a little time to get the cutter set up and the shape programmed, but once that is done it cuts incredibly fast – and is capable of cutting curves and complex shapes as easily as straight cuts.  Most of Jeremy’s work is custom fencing and railings (he made the 1200’ of custom fencing installed at Jerry Falwell’s gravesite), but Jeremy is using his plasma cutter to diversify and add a new ‘product’ to his repertoire.   His administrative assistant is also a sketch artist; she sketches customer’s silhouettes into the CNC machine and he cuts a decorative steel silhouette of the customer.  
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Care was taken to make sure the struts were attached perpendicular to the uprights and at the same heights on each.  Note the magnetic level.





Now that the lumber rack is fully assembled it needs to be finished to protect it from the elements.  Evington Iron Works also has powder coating equipment; a powdercoat finish is more durable than standard paints or linseed oil coatings, and is available in virtually any color, although for this project standard dark grey will be used.  Standard powdercoat should last 5 to 10 years outside (depends upon how exposed) and there are special coats that will last 15 to 20 years outside.  The steel must be cleaned to insure good adhesion.  A high temperature phosphate wash is used to clean and micro etch the steel.  The washer is basically a high pressure washer that uses 170 degree soap and phosphate solution.  Jeremy has a booth set up for pressure washing in one corner of the shop.





The little bit of slag on the gusset plates was chipped off and the plates were welded to the frames with the wire welder (it is certainly getting a lot of use!)   The front and back frames are now complete and the connecting struts are all that is left to complete the assembly.  The half inch square stock that was hammer marked by the Hebö when we started was cut into 14 inch pieces on the cut off saw ( six) and these were welded in place.  
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After the wash, the cleaned assemblies are hung on a mobile cart and rolled into the oven for a few minutes to dry and then into the powdercoat booth.
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The powdercoat process puts a positive charge on the powder which is “fluidized” by mixing with air and sprayed onto the piece to be coated.  The part to be coated is electrically grounded (negative charged) so the powder is attracted and sticks to the part.   The ground clip is removed and the spot is covered touched up; the residual charge is sufficient to finish this small area.  
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The cart is then wheeled back into the oven for a 25-minute bake at 400 degrees to melt and dry the finish.  The bake time will vary for different color and types of powders.  The process allows masking and multiple coats with different colors for highly decorative finishes and Jeremy is investigating the licensing of a process that allows photographs to be used as a powdercoat pattern.    





Looks good - but don’t touch yet – it is still 400 degrees…..





In summary -  The Evington Iron Works is set up with modern (and expensive) equipment that allows Jeremy to produce uniform high quality steel products quickly and efficiently – very necessary to stay in business,  but the process does not have the same primal satisfaction that pounding hot iron and beating it into finished form with hammer in hand produces.        





Photo taken by Jerry Jones





The Jacksonville Center for the Arts and Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


                By Gerald Boggs





     A proposal has come up of developing a relationship between the Old Dominion Blacksmith Association and the Jacksonville Center in Floyd, Virginia.�     The proposal is this:  ODBSA assumes responsibility for the blacksmith studio at Jacksonville.  In return, we have access to the studio for hosting several workshops each year.�     This is how I envision it working.  We (ODBSA) maintain and work to further develop the studio.  The details are still being worked out.  But this starts with something as simple as doing routine maintenance on the equipment.   During open houses we provide someone to man the forges and act as a knowledgeable person to promote interest in blacksmithing in general and at the same time, membership in ODBSA.  I don't want to try to list all possible avenues, as the relationship evolves, we can see what is good for us and good for the Center.�     What possible benefit is there for us?  From my perspective, plenty!, but here are two, that for me, are high on the list.�1. A place to do several workshops a year.  In example: Think of last year when I was showing how to make some tools.  At the Center, instead of just showing you how I make tools, members would be able to forge the tool and take both the knowledge and tool home. �2. An open venue to the public to promote ODBSA.�     As an opening to this proposal, Jacksonville Center is having a BBQ fundraiser on the 17th of July.  We've been asked to come																					





IS A FABRICATION SHOP A   BLACKSMITH SHOP?


(A simple question, with a complex answer)


                By David Hinshaw


   


   The quest for an answer to this question has taken me far and wide. After asking everybody that I could distract at the last group meeting and searching high and low for hidden facts that might have been overlooked, I’ve come to the conclusion that I have to decide for myself. I do thank each and everyone that shared their thoughts with me.


   My very first thought was to write a common consensus of the views shared with me and let that be my answer. WRONG!!!  Had I thought about it a little longer I would have realized that no two people think the very same. Add to that, that the people that I was questioning are blacksmiths and it gets a little more complex. 


   Is a fabrication shop a blacksmith shop? Yes it is. When I started my research for this story I talked with twelve different people, of those twelve, six are shaking their heads and screaming that I didn’t listen to a word that they said. The other six are nodding their heads and thinking “I knew he would see it my way”.


Well thanks for your thoughts, but I had to come up with this answer on my own.


   This comes to the part where I’ll share my research. 


   First. In my studies of this craft I’ve learned that no two blacksmiths work in the very same manner. The way one smith stands at the anvil is wrong to another. The hammer one smith chooses to use is not the one selected by the other and if they both use the same type hammer they may hold it differently. This to me, is the wonder that keeps this craft alive. The ability to try different styles and tools to reach a common goal, that being to share with the public the products of our craft.


   Second. With no written history of the beginning of this craft and very few artifacts to study, we have to guess as to how it all started. I don’t think we need to go into the discovery of fire or the realization that some stones yielded workable metals; I was not there and would only be sharing the views of others who were not there either. However I do realize that although the histories of this craft, new discoveries have been added as they came along. Bronze replaced copper only to be replaced by iron which fell to steel. 


Point being that, as new discoveries came along, they were adopted or adapted too. 


   Third. It is a given that this craft probably started with simple stone tools and as need and demand for better products increased, the blacksmith had to invent tooling so as to meet this demand. Metal hammers and anvils replaced the stone tools of their forefathers as electric welding machines replace the forge welds of our recent pass. One can only wonder what new technology awaits us or the next generations. I truly think that if the very first blacksmith shop had an electric welder setting in the corner the 


.   





 smith would have used it, if not for his products then maybe for tooling to ease the process of the finish product. 


      Fourth. The end user of our crafts has to be the voice as to what method the blacksmith uses to complete the project at hand. That said, it is my belief that as blacksmiths we need to be ready to meet the needs of our customers and offer both traditional and modern methods.


     As always, I hope this space in the newsletter has offered some insight into the craft of blacksmithing. Also, please understand that these are just my views and you are free to form your own opinions. If you feel that a blacksmith shop should only contain a fire, hammer and anvil, then do not let anyone change your view. If you consider the person standing in a ditch heating re-bar with a torch, as to bend it to suit the need at hand, a blacksmith, then do so. There is no right or wrong answer.   





             Interviews


                      By Bill Roy


      Blacksmith Vince Nakovics has been the editor of the Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild newsletter for the last 3 years.


In all but one of his 2009 newsletters, he authored an interview article about a different blacksmith / artist. In fact, he included a very nice interview of ODBSA’s VP of Education, Dale Morse in the TBG’s November 2009 issue.


    Vince plans to compile his many interviews with blacksmiths into a book on the resurgence of modern Blacksmithing.


     He is still looking for other blacksmiths to volunteer. Surely there are other ODBSA members that would be willing to contribute.  And Vince is not only looking for professionals, he wants input from anyone that blacksmiths.


     Check out Vince’s website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.happyhavenforge.com" \o "http://www.happyhavenforge.com/" �www.happyhavenforge.com�


If you would like to contribute, you can drop him an email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:restoreman123@msn.com" �restoreman123@msn.com�.





help with the demonstrations in the blacksmith studio.  In return, we have use of the studio the next day for an event of our own.  I am offering to Pro Bono my time on Sunday and offer instruction  (subject to be determined). There would only need to be at most, three folks on Saturday (I've already volunteered my time) to fulfill our part and then the rest of us, could come out on Sunday for our event.  If Sunday is not workable for folks, I've no doubt we can arrange to use the studio on a different day.             





�





                          Barn Fire


                      By Dave Brown


 Part of an e-mail from Dave: “sad news:  my barn burned down last night (early this morning). Origin; a little suspicious as it went up very quickly and there was a second fire called in at the same time just a few miles away.   Lost a lot of stuff including my woodworking shop.  This will further delay completion of the new kitchen.  It is pretty traumatic for a packrat to watch his stash of 30 years vanish; but no one was hurt - just lost a lot of stuff and the building to keep it in. The fire dept got there pretty quick and was able to put out the little barn (most of the blacksmith stuff was in there) when it caught from the big barn.” 





�





�
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             I believe Marshall Ecker has the largest collection of goose wing broad axes anywhere, around 20. 





                          Field Trip


                          By Bobby Floyd





     Our little adventure to visit Marshall Ecker’s Old Farm Forge on Sat. Jan. 23 started at my home as 6 of us (David O, George J, Charlie B, Dave B, Jerry J, Jocelyne F & I gather to leave, we first had the pleasure to eat the delicious bakery fresh donuts that David Oakes brought us before departing around 1:00pm to visit Marshall & Ann’s historic farm about 9 miles away.


     Marshall & his wife Ann moved to rural Virginia from Maryland after he retired 10 years ago and  he has been collecting old tools all of his life. His collection of old blacksmithing paraphernalia was impressive as well as the blacksmith shop that he & his wife had built from the logs of an old tobacco barn. Toward the end of our visit I asked what was in the large metal building close to his shop? He said: his train collection and Charlie Boothe said immediately “can we see it”? What a fabulous collection he has!


     If you are interested, there are thirty plus photos of this day that can be viewed in a slide show at the bottom of the Current News Page on our Web Site.
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                                  Jay Abboud Remembered


                                                                            By All of Us       


     The tragic loss of a young man, Jay Abboud, in a single auto accident in January was shocking and sad for everyone that knew him. He was a friend, member/officer of ODBSA and will sincerely be missed by every one of us. 


    Jay’s first encounter with ODBSA was when Journeyman Blacksmith Glen Bryant was doing a public demonstration and Jay observed him all day and bombarded him with many, many questions. Glen saw that he had an intensive interest in this craft and invited him to come ODBSA next monthly Event and so he did.  At the end of the his first event and knowing that he had driven over four hours to attend and guessing that he did not know there were two other blacksmiths associations at his back door (he lived near Front Royal, VA), I suggested that it would be closer for him to attend their meetings. He looked me straight in the eye and said long distance driving is not a problem and he liked the members in this association, so, from then on the question of attending other groups meeting never recurred and we were very pleased that he stayed with us because he was an inspiration for everyone one of us.


    When talking with his wife Nykki recently, she said “ I sorry, it’s my fault that Jay did not attend all the meetings, you see I wanted him to be with me.”  
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     Some of us remember when he got his first and only anvil; it was a railroad anvil that Glen Bryant had made/donated to ODBSA and Jay was so excited to have something to hammer on.  Next came a small Rivet Forge that he purchased at lunch when we were all at Dale Morse’s Virginia Institute of Blacksmithing in Charlottesville, VA in March of last year when we were doing hands on training.


     I still remember working with Jay (hands on training) at my forge when he first started. He was very intelligent and had great manual dexterity so it was easy for him to catch on to what I was showing him. He never replicated what I had shown him but put his own version of what was demonstrated. Always thinking out of the box with a lot of imagination.


    In talking with Jay, I learned that he loved animals, especially dogs and was breeding some. He also liked the sport of ultimate fighting and had tried it.


    Jay was always to the last one to leave one of our events, he wanted so much to learn this craft.


------------------------------------------------------------------------------


    “I am saddened by the death of Jay” – Ron Howard


    “I was so saddened to hear this. If his family needs anything please let us know”. - Ken Herndon


    “Sincerest regards to his family, our thoughts and prayers are with them”. - T W Hudson


    “We shall miss Jay and his bright personality. He always had a smile and a good word.” - Tom & Valerie Harrell





 SAFE PASSAGES TO A FELLOW BLACKSMITH


                            From David Hinshaw


    With heavy heart I write of my very first friend in the Blacksmithing world. A friend who is no longer with us but is not to be forgotten, for he inspired and brought laughter to all he met.


   I met Jay Abboud through the O.D.B.S.A. monthly meeting at Bobby Floyd’s Plantation Forge in Oct. of 2008. From the very first meeting I knew that I liked him and that he had a lot to share. The subject of Renaissance Faires came up and we reached common ground in our first five minutes. 


   We shared our very first “hands on at the forge” together. We were working at Bobby’s rock forge, in the shop and waiting for turns to heat metal. Charlie Boothe had set up an extra forge station on his trailer and wanted to move one person to it. A quick flip of a coin found me standing on the before mentioned trailer wondering what to do. Up until this point I had been following Jay’s lead and found myself trying to figure this stuff on my own. I’m still learning buddy, and I think you would be happy with my studies.





Jay
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      My very first anvil came from Jay in the form of a piece of old rail-road track that he had brought to tail-gate at the event. I had told him that I would like to find more “hands on” events because I didn’t have an anvil and was afraid that I would lose interest in the craft by the time I could afford one. The simple words “follow me, I got what you need”, put me on the path to where I am today. Thanks Jay.


  Jay and I became officers together in our Blacksmithing group, Jay became Producer and I became Editor at Large. I started a file of things that we reported on and I let it slide to the back burner. It’s up to date now and I’ll keep posting for us, read when you can buddy.


   For those who didn’t get to meet or share time with Jay one of the best testaments to the nature of this man can be read in an article he posted in the Oct. 08 newsletter. Jay had a way of sharing knowledge by bringing laughter on himself. His miss-adventures in Blacksmithing will be truly missed by all.


  


SAFE PASSAGES AND FAREWELL FELLOW BLACKSMITH





  
































Mis-Adventures in Blacksmithing


                   In the Words of Jay Abboud


                          (Oct. 2008)


OK, here it goes again! I wanted to thank everyone who came out to the last event, which was my first event; you guys made it great; I had a blast.  I can also see that this is probably going to 





be an addiction as well lol.  It’s funny how little things start to change the way you see the world.  My wife and I went to the crime and punishment museum in Washington DC and they had many items of torture such as beheading axes, shackles, and asst. weaponry; now that I know what it takes to make them, I had a much bigger appreciation for them as well as trying to figure out


what I can try to recreate with my meager skills lol.  After the museum, my wife and I went to dinner and just when she thought she was safe and done hearing me drone on and on about what it takes to make this, or how much work went into that, we walked past a large old church with a hand made wrought iron railing. Luckily she let me ogle it for a bit before getting bored and make me keep walking to the metro.  She thought that was bad. Tomorrow we go to the Maryland renaissance festival that should really be a true test of her saint like patience with me.


Well! for those of you who don't know me, I'm the dummy bending nails in the BBQ grill from the last newsletter and when I find something I like, it kinda takes over all aspects of what I do.  I get bit by a bug and it’s bad until all my friends and family just want to put their fingers in their ears and run away screaming lol.  I think if I keep writing Bobby might have to give me my own page in the newsletter and we can call it something like Mis-Adventures in Blacksmithing. Pretty snazzy right?  Well! As I told you, I got bit bad and happened to be driving thru West Virginia and thought: ok this is cool, it’s coal country out here and maybe I’ll find a source close to home for coal (I live near Front Royal, VA).  I figured plenty of people out here probably have coal stoves for heating.  I must have stopped at 10 different stores, hardware stores, farm stores, feed stores and all of them looked at me like I was from Mars when I asked them about coal.  So I was a little dejected after all the nopes and no ideas.  While driving down a major highway I saw a small coal vein about 40 feet up a cliff from where they blasted for a road so while driving and trying to figure out how I could get up to it to and dig out my own coal I happened to see another larger vein that only was about 20 feet up and a bunch of loose coal at ground level.  Needless to say traffic behind me wasn't appreciative of the "treasure" I saw when I locked up the brakes and pulled off onto the shoulder.  The traffic was heavy enough that I had to wait like 10 minutes until I could open the door and hop out so, while I was sitting there I was trying to figure out what I was going to tell the police when they responded to a nutcase causing traffic backups cause he was running around on the side of the road acting suspicious.  I never came up with a good excuse and luckily the police never showed up to test my "story telling" (we’ll call it that cause I wouldn't want to lie to an officer of the law).  In about 20 minutes of running around I had picked up about 150 lbs of coal.  The mis in this mis-adventure came when I brought some of the coal with me to the event at Bobby's place and found out that the coal I had found isn't good coal; its full of impurities, but it was still worth looking like a lunatic in West Virginia; I had fun.  I'm also sending some pics of what I made while at the green coal hands on while at Bobby's house. Bobby's house is awesome; if you haven't been there yet, you need to go the next time he hosts an event. When I first got there I knew we were kindred spirits. I felt like the pied piper when getting out of the car with all the dogs following me up (I also have 6 dogs lol) His shop set up is something that turned me slightly green with envy. I liked the benches and also the chalkboard was a great idea; even the guys from Williamsburg doing the demo liked that. The Iron in the Hat was the next thing I went to, there where lots of things on the table that were donated that I wanted.  I won twice in the drawing so I was excited. Whoever won the hatchet head should go to Vegas





cause I know half my tickets went into that cup it was probably the most wanted item there.  I couldn’t believe how much food there was for lunch and I ended up staying so long that day, they invited me for dinner as well.  I made a hook for my first project and the second started out as a leaf but I ended up making it a flux spoon.  These are the first and second things I’ve ever made unless you count the chain of nails, then it’s second and third lol. Many thanks to your wife and whoever helped with that spread that was above and beyond my expectations.  I left my house that morning around 4:30am and didn’t get home until 11:00pm. What a great day! Thanks again Bobby and every one else for making my first event so great; I hope to see you all at the next event. 
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First Hook





�





    Jay’s Coal Find





�





 First Rope Twist





   Good Bye Jay





�


 ��








E- mail from Nykki Abboud, Jay’s wife re: “Memorial Fund”. The info for donating to the SPCA � HYPERLINK "http://www.fauquierspca.com/" �www.fauquierspca.com/� �Donate.html online and the name should be under Jay Abboud� �Thank you soo much,�Nykki”





Old Dominion Blacksmith Association made a donation of a $100 to the above SPCA.





�





                Other News


 From Gerald Boggs: Title ("A wee bit of water")�While it's nothing compared to other's troubles.  The culverts above my house clogged up with debris during the rain we had Sunday night.  I awoke to several active streams, where none had been the day before.  One across my driveway creating a nice ravine.  I've had enough rocks and fill dirt to make truck passage possible, but I'll need to bring in a load of dirt.  One to the backside of the house, which was ok, except for the part that was running up against my house, not too bad, just a little water in garage.  The one stream, which has proved to be the greater irritant, was the one running into my shop.  The water needed an exit and took a lot of the dirt floor with it.  Oh well, I was thinking of redecorating.





�





the clues Charlie? Answer: The general shape, no pritchel hole(this did not appear until around 1820s and no cutting plate/table (they started putting them on about 1750 or 1760s). Thank you Mr. "that depends" Charlie B.--------- This  is Jeremy Funderburk's anvil that was passed down to him by way of his great grandfather.








Very Old Anvil: How do we know this? We asked our own resident expert Journeyman Blacksmith Charlie Boothe to give us his opinion. In a blink of an eye, he said 1700s, maybe late 1600s. We all know how closed mouth he can sometimes be, so yesterday I asked him: what are 





�





From Ron Howard:  We are FINALLY moved in our new home - although the list of projects seems to go something like this ... finish two or three today and 6 or 8 generate to take their place.  But, I wouldn't trade it for anything.  The farm is SLOWLY taking shape.  Still trying to finish fences and shelters so that we can get the animals moved here, but with the temp at 30 or so, and the wind chill in the teens, it's a slow go.  At 51, I am starting to understand why my Grandfather never wanted to do farm work in the winter.  He was more of a Spring, Summer, and Fall farmer and a wintertime hunter and wood stove watcher!!�We are still planning on TRYING to have some sort of shelter to demonstrate in  - lunch will be at the house.  With almost 6,000 sq.ft. and a 12x62 "party deck", I think we can find a place for everyone!!  Debbie LOVES the new house and will be so happy that she can "entertain" us all. 





The Next Event for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association will be on 


                               Saturday, February 13, 2010





Host:                     SunRise Forge�                              Louise & David Tucciarone�                              9332 Ward Road 


                              Rustburg, Virginia 24588


                              434-821-8424


Time:                   10:00 am until at least 3:00pm  (come early if you can because John Elliott of Blacksmith Supply will be set up with  his truck full of blacksmithing wares for you to see and purchase.)


Admission fee:    $15.00 for everyone except first time guests and family members that do not blacksmith and/or under 18.


50/50 rafffle:       Yes, for those that want to participate


Refreshments:    Yes, provide by Louise Tucciarone (donation jar)


Lunch:                Brown bag it or go to close-by local places





Subject:              A touch of class (Contemporary Sculpture through Blacksmithing)


Demonstrator:   Fred Crist is a professional master artist blacksmith educator and photographer with over 30 years of experience. To see his Bio and work please go to his Web site (you must type it in yourself)  www.facristmetalsmith.com    When you get to his site click on FACRIST/metalsmith –then  for his bio you must click on the left side toward the top  where it says FCRIST that has metalsmith under it to get to the Bio.


                                                                                                                      





Directions:  Coming from the south (Danville, Chatham, Gretna) on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place (it is across the street from used tractor place). �From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign. His sign is somewhat faded so look for his yellow mailbox





If you are planning on attending this event and/or if you change you mind, please let me know.


Members/Guests that have already yes that they were planning on attending this event are:





1.    Tom Harrell�2.    Val Harrell�3.    Bill Roy�4.    Bobby Floyd�5.    Wendell Wyland�6.    John Riddle�7.    Charlie Boothe�8.    Jerry Jones�9.    L.T.Skinnell�10.  Norman Mckenzie�11.  Mike Mckenzie�12.  Stephen Martin�13.  David Hinshaw�14.  Ted Crockett�15.  Steve Ferguson�16.  Richard Bartelt�17.  David Tucciarone�18.  Louise Tucciarone�19.  Fred Crist�20.  David Brown�21.  Blake Gilbert�22.  Justin Gilbert�23.  Gary Hatmaker�24.  John Elliott�25.  Mickey Elliott�26.  Billy Phelps �27.  Buford Hodges�28.  Charlie Hudson�29.  Gerald Boggs�30.  Tony Gowen�31.  Glen Bryant





�





Fred Crist at his shop in Waynesboro, Virginia last July when I came by for a surprise visit. 





     March Event is going to be something totally different for all of us. From the start to the finish, we will be watching and maybe participating in taking iron ore, smelting it to a bloom using charcoal, hammering it to get the impurity out and making something from the iron.


     Professional Master Artist Blacksmith Lee Sauder from Lexington, Virginia and an expert in this process will be demonstrating it to ODBSA at his new shop at his home called Germinal Ironworks.


    To check out his Web site you must type in the following  www.leesauder.com
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Jay filming one of our events








