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   From the Past to the Present


                                   By Bobby Floyd 





     Living in the very rural area of Virginia does have advantages when in search of a part of America’s historic past.


    Charlie Boothe had heard of the elderly gentleman who possibly still had his own Blacksmithing Shop, so the first Sat in April, he and I went driving and looked deep into Halifax County farming community in search of a “maybe”. As they say in the antique world:  “the real thrill is all about the search”.  So what treasures could we find at the next turn in the road? 


    Our anxiety level was at the highest when we were finally able to find him at his home after missing him the first time and he was generally pleased to show us his shop after we told him we were blacksmiths. 


     His forge was not located at his house but was a quarter mile away where he had grown up and his father had built in 1900, which had the main house, barns, corn cribs and numerous other out buildings with all kinds of historic farm equipment just laying around. 


    To really appreciate this story you must first understand that Mr. Harding is 96 years old and, except for a little knee problem and hearing loss, was in excellent health physically and mentally. The day before he had helped his nephew cut down a large tree, which they had dragged to his small sawmill to make into lumber. Besides farming as his livelihood, he also ran his sawmill (steam) that is still operational and on his property.   
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Anvil (Mousehole    around 200 lbs)
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Inside shop





 Farm Blacksmithing shop since about 1900





  All equipment was his father’s who also shoed his horses/mules and made things necessary to keep the farm operating. Mr. Harding said emphatically that he could still shoe a horse today and I believe him. He said he shoed horses/mules at 16 years old. 


    He also checked Charlie and I out by asking us “you know what that square hole in the anvil is called?” I asked him what kind of flux he used when forge-welding? He said he and his father never did do that and if something needed forge welding they took it to the local blacksmith to do.


   Most of the out buildings had rasp/hinges on the doors that were forge welded and the work looked like something that I could do (meaning the work was not refined but very functional).


   An interesting story that he told us about the great depression era is worth repeating. He was once hired by the State to gather sand from the creeks using his personal mules for 60 cents an hour (this was excellent pay). He said he dared not take a break because other people were on the banks watching and were ready to take his job at any minute if he slacked up.


   I really don’t know how many farm blacksmiths were in this area in the past but up to 1940’s, other neighbors have told me, there were a lot. Also, every small community had their own professional blacksmith who during hard times worked on the barter system (eggs, chickens, hams etc in exchange for work done) as told by Mr. Harding, who was there.


  Both Charlie and I had a wonderful time talking, visiting, seeing and discussing history with this gentleman. We consider ourselves very fortunate to be able to see how it “ really was” and to talk with someone who “lived it”. Not much remains of the past as for blacksmithing, even in this area, but occasionally one does get lucky.


     











                               Sand Casting 


           At Central Virginia Community College


       With Teacher/ODBSA member T.W. Hudson
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In attendance: Val Harrell, Bobby Floyd, Tom Harrell, T W Hudson, David Tucciarone, Tony Gowen and Frank Hancock.
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                              ODBSA NEXT EVENT (Con’t)


                                Two days (May 10 & 11, 2008)


Location: Buttercup Plantation: A little history: It was built in 1825 by John Fitz Patrick. There remains only three acres of the original 2000 acre Plantation that before the civil war had about 75 slaves, weaving house, ice house, smoke house, cookhouse, two large two story barns, corn storage area, numerous tobacco barns and the land went down to the Staunton River. About half mile west as the crow fly’s is his sister plantation built in 1847 which had about the same acres as this plantation but the manor house is huge and the land, also, went down to the river. Some of you will pass it on the way in (it’s the berry farm up on the hill) and it had about the same number slaves. He had another sister about a mile away with the same size plantation but nothing remains of it. Across the river was his uncle’s plantation called Green Hill built in 1795, which had over 300 slaves and 10,000 acres, a brick Manor house and many of the out building still remain. Patrick Henry owned and lived on his plantation at Long Island. He owned the whole island that he bought from Light Horse Harry Lee (Robert E. Lee’s father). His plantation bordered all the Fitz Patrick’s plantations. John Donaldson was the surveyor of this plantation land when Pittsylvania County was divided from Halifax. His daughter Rachel Donaldson married Andrew Jackson.  


     You would not know it today but before the civil war this area near the river was very, very wealthy and is just packed full of history of early Virginia.  For example our Plantation owner/builder John Fitz Patrick relatives are very famous.  1st or 2nd cousins, either by blood and/or marriages are Jeb Stuart, Zachary Taylor, James Madison and Jefferson Davis. Other bloodline relatives are Robert E Lee and George/ Mary Washington.





Host: Bobby and Jocelyne Floyd


           816 Honeybee Road 


           Long Island, VA 24569


           434-335-5621


                The Schedule:


Saturday:  Starts at 10:00 am�                   Lunch at noon (various bread, deli, my smoked turkey, potato salad / coleslaw etc plus all kinds of desserts)�                   Iron-in-the-Hat after lunch.�                   Finishing time: when you have had enough or nighttime.�                   Dinner/Supper will be around 6:00 pm (Chicken Creole, rice and pasta)


Sunday:    Start when you want or at least by 10:00 am�                  Breakfast near 8:30 am (homemade biscuits, sausage, ham, bacon, eggs, hash browns and melon) �                  Lunch at noon (left-overs)�                  We will not have an Iron-in-the-Hat Sunday�                  Finishing time: 3:00 pm�





The following members/guests that have already told me that they are planning on attending. No surprises please. Let me know in advance if you/guests are planning on attending.�As of 4/21/08:                                                  SATUDAY                  SUNDAY


Bobby Floyd                               Yes                              Yes  


Jocelyne Floyd                            Yes                              Yes 


Charlie Boothe                            Yes                              Yes 


Tom Harrell                                Yes                              Yes 


 Billy Phelps                                Yes                              Yes 


Val Harrell                                  Yes                              Yes 


Jerry Jones                                  Yes                               Yes 


Frank Hancock                            Yes                              Yes 


Bob Saxon                                  Yes                               Yes 


Buford Hodges                            Yes                               Yes 


Charlie Hudson                           Yes                               Yes 


John Riddle                                 Yes 


David Tucciarone                        Yes 


Wendell Wyland                         Yes


 L.T. Skinnell                               Yes 


Mike Wyland                               ?                                   ? 


Caleb Fort                                   Yes 


Brad Belkin                                 Yes 


Bobby Moose                              Yes 


Gayle Moose                               Yes 


Tom Wenrich                              Yes 


Danny Kyle                                 Yes 


Harmony Leonard                       Yes 


Michael L Lehrer                         Yes 


Blaine Dillon                                ? 


Richard Bartelt                            Yes                               Yes


Mary Bartelt                                Yes                               Yes 


Reo Garrett                                 Yes 


Missy Coates                              Yes 


Wally Coates                              Yes 


Debra Garrett                             Yes 


George Juettner                          Yes                              Yes 


Tony Gowen                               Yes 


Mark Kinsley                               Yes 


Albert Absher                             Yes 


Phyllis Juettner                            Yes                              Yes


Glen Bryant                                 ?                                  Yes


Stewart Smith                              Yes                              


Rhonda Crabtree                          Yes                              


Jimmy Blanks                              Yes


Gary Godfrey & Guest                Yes


John Hussey & wife                    Yes


Katherine Saint John                   Yes


Lucretia Whitehouse                   Yes





�                               





The ones with ? are not sure if they can get off of work and will let me know. If you name is put on in error and/or if you want to attend Sunday please let me know. The following members are planning on bringing their stations (forges, anvil, vise) for us to use. 1. Bobby Floyd, 2. Billy Phelps, 3. Charlie Boothe with two, 4. Glen Bryant with two, 5. Wendell Wyland and 6. John Riddle. If you want to bring a station please let me know. At present we have eight stations for us to use. 





Directions:� From South (Danville area) 29 North to Gretna-29 North Bus. In Gretna to traffic light. Turn right (40 east) go 10 miles to Mount Airy. Turn left on 640. Stay on 640 to 761. Turn right on 761. Stay on 761 You will see Straightstone Baptist Church keep on 761 and turn right on 3rd paved road from Church. Honeybee rd rte 639----- 3rd mail box on right (white #816). Gravel driveway is ½ mile . �From East (Brookneal) 40 West to Cody (brick country store) at Cody- turn right on 640 and stay on 640 to dead end. Turn left on 639- When you see sign of leave Halifax county enter Pittsylvania Co. it is 1st driveway on left –white mailbox #816 –Gravel driveway is ½ mile long.� From North (Lynchburg) 29 south to traffic light at rte24. Turn left (24 east) to 501. On 501 go south to Gladys (approx 8 miles). In Gladys at Texaco station (on your left) TURN RIGHT onto rte 761 to Long Island and cross railroad tracks and stay on 761 past Staunton river bridge for 2 to 2 and half miles. Turn left on rte 639 (Honeybee Rd) to 3rd mailbox on right (White box # 816). Gravel driveway is ½ mile. If using 501- Stay on 501 south to Gladys and follow above directions from Gladys �From West using Rte 40 Stay on 40 east until 10 miles past Gretna to Mt Airy. Turn left on 640 and stay until 761- turn right on 761 and stay on 761 (you will see Straightstone Baptist church) keep on 761 to the 3 rd paved road on the right. Turn right onto rte 639 Honeybee Rd. Our driveway is at the 3rd mailbox on right (white box #816). Gravel driveway is ½ long. �There are many ways to get to our place so feel free to use your own map. Country Living and a Taste of History! Be prepared to drive slowly near our home because of our dogs (6) and cats (3). My wife says of our location: “this is the suburb of the boonies”. Note: Please come early to have coffee & refreshments, sign in, tailgate, donate item to Iron-in-the –Hat, buy tickets for the Iron-in-the Hat and socialize. Jocelyne and I are looking forward to seeing ya’ll here.





                Our Next Event May 10 &11, 2008


                          “Fun Time with Billy”


                      At the Plantation Forge in Long Island, VA


   Mr. Billy Phelps is an amazing blacksmith who learned on his own if you don’t count the fact that his father, grandfather etc were farriers and blacksmiths. In blacksmithing, don’t tell Billy it cannot be done, he loves to go out of his way to prove you wrong.  He has been a farrier but most of his life he has been a blacksmith.  Take a moment and ask him to show his calluses running across the middle of his hand from everyday eight to ten hours a day in his shop for over 30 years blacksmithing.


     I first met Billy a little over three years ago when Charlie Boothe and I went to Ferrum, VA. Charlie had seen Billy the year before at the same event and so impressed with his ability that he said to me “you have to meet and see what this blacksmith from nearby Hillsville, VA can do with hot metal and a hammer.”


    Both Charlie and I spent the whole day with Billy and a farrier/blacksmithing friend Joe Rotenberry at Ferrum (Blue Ridge Folklife Festival) as they demonstrated many, many things for Charlie and I. His family and friends were selling the fabulously made items on the tables in front of us; all full of what Billy had hand forged, most with different animal heads or fish made into the piece.


    Some of you have been lucky enough to witness some of Billy talents when he and Joe demonstrated at an event ODBSA had at Ferrum a couple of years ago. 


    If we are lucky and Billy is in the mood, we might hear a yarn or two as he hand rolls his cigarette with ease and (sometimes) even as he slowly hand cranks his blower.   Like most of us, Billy is not a rich man monetarily, but I will tell you this: “he is rich in knowledge and know-how of blacksmithing!” Billy is more than generous with his knowledge of blacksmithing by helping anyone that is serious about learning this craft.


   Billy had invited Charlie and I to come to his shop and work/learn but because he did not have a phone, this could never be worked out. I have always wanted to get him to my shop and have him teach Charlie and I some skills. I’m sharing my dream with you all because Billy is coming to my place for two days.  


    I have asked Billy to bring some of the things that he has already hand-forged for us to purchase. His prices are very reasonable and I plan to buy many of them. This is great opportunity for you to purchase some of the different animal heads/fish and see if you duplicate them.


    Billy will be making some punches etc for us to use prior to this event. I plan to buy them with ODBSA funds so that everyone participating this weekend will have what they need to make animal heads/fish.  He will also demo how to make one tool for shaping heads and temper it using special oil. 






































    Besides doing all kinds of animals/fish during the weekend, he is going to give his blacksmithing lesson on understanding the fire, simple forge welding, making a squares/octagon on a piece plus all kinds of information for the beginners to the more skilled Smiths. After each demo of animals/fish we all will have the opportunity to make our own animal/fish at this two-day event with his guidance.  


    Billy demonstrates each year for a week at the Dixie Classic Fairground in Winston Salem, NC with his blacksmithing friends from that area, each year at the Blue Ridge Folklife Festival at Ferrum College/Blue Ridge Institute & Museum in October, given many demonstrations to blacksmithing groups in NC and last summer, had a special invitation by the Smithsonian to demonstrate in Washington, DC at the National Mall (Smithsonian Folklife Festival) for a week, which he did.  


   We have never tried a two-day event, so I really don’t know how this will work out. I’ve really enjoyed ODBSA past demonstrations that we have had and hope to have many more, but to have a two day event with a very gifted Master blacksmith to demonstrate, watch us, advise us all  (that want to do hand-on) is, I believe, stepping up the learning curve in a big way. The last two events, one at Dale school and the other at Glen’s Place were exceptional in offering everyone the opportunity to see what other members can do with hot metal and a hammer and learn by hands-on. My intention at this event with Billy is to offer an expansion of the last two events by having, everyone that wants, more time at the forge and more time to get advice on “everything” from a really good blacksmith that knows this craft. 


    This event, in my way of thinking, is planned to be a laid back two days with socializing, learning, eating, doing and staying as long as you want to. In other words, I hope this will be just a plain two-day fun filled days for those interested in Blacksmithing.
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Wendell Wyland is hand forging using the fabulously made forge that his brother Mike made for him. Buford Hodges in background forging in his portable blacksmithing shop (converted camping trailer).





Glen Bryant, our host, demonstrating at one station. I thought that I was gabby but I think he has me beat. What do ya’ll think?





John Riddle with his station that he brought to this event explaining something to Diane Brzeski. In background is Charlie Boothe setting up a station that he also brought besides his blacksmithing trailer.





Ok, talking about pressure. It’s hard enough to demonstrate something to someone and have it work out, but to have one of the best Blacksmithing Teacher in the country, Master Blacksmith David Tucciarone, observing me is a whole different situation. 





                                   Glen’s Place


                                                                                     By Bobby Floyd 


    Well, if there is a blacksmithing God (Vulcan is the Roman Blacksmith God), he was with us all this day. The weather forecast had called for rain for Saturday all week long and it seemed to rain around us, but it was beautiful with sunshine in the afternoon and temperatures around 70 degrees most of the day and no rain at any time. 


    Glen and Kathy have an exceptional place/farm that most of us wish we could have.  Their address is Clifton Forge but to me it seemed to sit above or on top of the town of Eagle Rock.  I know Glen needs all the tools and equipment for his farm and work but he has to have all the toys that most men only dream about having. 


   Glen, his wife Kathy, their friends and relative really made us feel at home.  We thank you all for all the hard work that I know you guys/gals preformed in preparation for this exceptional day; all of ODBSA members in attendance told me they really enjoyed everything. The refreshments/lunch were all very delicious. You guys provided the best assortment of wonderful foods imaginable for lunch.   Thanks you Glen for also preparing the goat Bar-b-que beside beef and pork and I really enjoyed it.


  This was the most laid back day that we have had at any of our events. While Randy Cox did his very interesting demonstration of cold forging a flower of brass to about 30 members, many of the others were preparing their forges for the afternoon and buying new Blacksmithing wares from John Elliott of Blacksmith Supply, who was kind enough to drive from Chester, VA in his box truck. Randy was able to finish off the fabulous flower he worked on in the morning in time to donate it to the Iron-in-the-Hat. Randy teaches at a college in N.C. and it showed with his excellent talk/demonstration. Thank you Randy from all of us.


   I really don’t know how we could offer a better learning opportunity than what many of you provided in the afternoon to learn this     Craft. You were not asked to do it but you did and it was great. I did not see everything but what I did see was very impressive. L. T. Skinnell showing a continuous crowd how to make things, including a small cross.  I’m sure he spent at least two hours doing demonstrations. Glen Bryant demonstrating how to make nails, cross, hook etc. Some other members who I saw demonstrating and assisting were David Tucciarone, Bob Saxon, John Riddle, Michael Peay, Wendell Wyland, Buford Hodges, Charlie Boothe and 
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Richard Bartelt. The learning from each other in a setting like we had this day is a novel idea for ODBSA and this tells me that we should do these kinds of events more often. What a great learning experience for everyone!  I believe most of our members tried some hands-on this day. We even had some guests do some hands-on. Thank you all; demonstrators, teachers and participants for making this happen. Thank you Glen Bryant for providing the opportunity to have this day. It was GREAT!               
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L.T Skinnell and Charlie Boothe





       What a view!





�





Bob Saxon, Tom Harrell and Wendell Wyland all hard at work. Note that all three are wearing ODBSA hats. Thank you very much from all of us for truly supporting ODBSA! Bob is even wearing an ODBSA T-shirt.
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Glen’s guest is learning to make his first hand forged nail with the aid of Richard Bartelt while Paul Staufer is looking on. In the background is L. T. Skinnell working Charlie Boothe’s Champion 400 forge on Charlie’s blacksmithing trailer.





Randy Cox an ODBSA member and our morning demonstrator. Randy is shaping his flower that he donated to the Iron-in-the-Hat. Everyone really enjoyed his demonstration and all thank him for taking the time to help us understand how he creates his extraordinarily beautiful pieces. 





                         Current News


* I have a lot more things to put in this newsletter but I wanted to get as many photos as possible in this issue, therefore, the article by Bob Saxon will hopefully be in the next newsletter as will the information from Wendell Wyland about an historic place.  I will also list all items donated to the Iron-in-the Hat and by whom at the last two events in the next issue.


* A few weeks ago Charlie Boothe spent a day at his shop with Gary Godfrey a member who is new to the craft, Thank you Charlie.


* Next months (June) event will be at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, VA.  I hope to have Kelly Smyth from Pennsylvania. She is known for making reproductions of ship 





parts amongst other things. This will be hands-on for those that want to do it. I believe they have six stations.


* Iron-in-the-Hat raffle brought $475 at Glen’s Event. This is excellent and thanks to everyone who donated items and especially to those who hand forged theirs. Great participation!


* True Story by Richard Bartelt.  Carrie Boothe, Charlie’s young daughter who helps him with the Iron-in-the-Hat when she is in attendance; As Richard was placing his tickets in the plastic cups he came upon a cup that had written on it “Go Blacksmiths” which had drawing of flowers on it, he found it so interesting that he dropped a ticket in it. After the raffle, Carrie came up and told Richard that he had won the cup.


* Jerry Jones took all the photos for this Newsletter.


* Welcome to ODBSA four Newest Members: Cheryl Daniels (Millboro), Brad Belkin (Rustburg), Caleb Fort(Evington) and Steve Graffham (Wytheville). All signed up at Glen's Event. I'm pleased to say that all four participated in hands-on training, three of which had never blacksmith before.
































* There are a lot more photos of Glens Event on our web site under Current News. We have some from Jerry Jones, John Riddle and a link to Chuck Almarez site that has lots of excellent photos. 


* Some of you guys are always pleasantly surprising others and I. John Riddle at Glen’s event took half of horseshoe and hand forged a hook with a beautiful horse head on the end of it. He gave it to Kathy Bryant our hostess. Way to go John. 


* Unbelievable turnout at Glen and Kathy’s Place/Farm.  Not counting some children and many of their friends arriving in the afternoon, we had 53 members/guests sign in.
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Brad & Caleb





    Cheryl
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        Steve
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Photo on far left is Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps at Ferrum (Blue Ridge Institute & Museum), VA in 2006 while demonstrating to ODBSA.


The other photos are some of the items that he made for ODBSA in 2006. 











