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                                             By hammer and hand the whole world does stand


    125 Members                                    ABANA Affiliate                             62 Active Members


                      Old Dominion Blacksmith Association


     2% Professionals                         � HYPERLINK "http://www.odbsa.com/" �www.odbsa.com�                         98% Hobbyists


                                                                           434-335-5621


                                                                         � HYPERLINK "mailto:va18@hotmail.com" ��va18@hotmail.com�


                                                                    ODBSA


                “Monthly”


                          Newsletter                                         





First row L to R Blaine Dillon, Eldridge Turner, David Tucciarone, L.T. Skinnell, Tony Gowen, Bob D. Gumm, William Beaver, Wally Coates and George Juettner. 


Second row L to R Glen Bryant, Reo Garrett, Buford Hodges, T.W. Hudson, Diane Brzyski, Justin Sheehan, Andy Hasty, Missy Coates, Harmony Leonard, Michael Lehrer. 


Last row L to R Charlie Boothe, Jeff Shelton, Bob Saxon, Bryan Sheehan, John Riddle, Richard Bartelt, Mary Bartelt, Bill Jenner, Danny Ward, Scotty Lovell, Mark Kinsey.


Missing from the photo are the members who had already finished their project for the day and gone home. Gerald Boggs, Feather Stein, Betttina Wehner, Francis Howard, Rachael Howard, Walter Howard and Pete Robertson. 





Ceramic Garden Art by Harmony Leonard; Beautifully Hand-Forged Tongs by L.T. Skinnell, Unusual Double Hook with Leaf by Bobby Floyd; Hook by Buford Hodges; Hook by Richard Bartelt: Another amazing metal Puzzle by Glen Bryant; Beautifully made Bracelet by Danny Ward; Hook by Richard Bartelt; Historic Door Pull by Bettina Wehner; Coat Hanger by John Riddle; Unique Cross by Glen Bryant; Precision made Rivet Header by Charlie Boothe; Letter Opener by Bob Saxon; Truly Artistic Shovel by Pete Robertson; Letter Opener by Wally Coates; Hand-Forged Horse Head Key Ring by Bill Jenner; Aritisic Marble Designs by Diane Brzeski; Brushes- William Beaver; Ruler-Danny Ward; Steel-T.W. Hudson; Historic Pot Hook-Francis Howard; Axle-Charlie Boothe; Spikes-Bob Saxon; Ice Tong- Francis Howard; Hammer- Justin Sheehan; Historic Pot Hook-Francis Howard; Lot of Good Used Horse Shoes-John Riddle; Brushes-William Beaver; Spikes- Mark Kinsley.


* Absolutely great items for the Iron-in-the Hat Raffle and the items (tong and knoll) that Master Blacksmith Elmer Roush hand forged and signed at our last event. The two events (raffle and auction) brought an amazing $511.00 and thank you, L.T. for beautifying the items that Elmer made.


* Yes, the Iron-in-the Hat is about money for ODBSA operations, but just as important it shows us all that you are learning this craft by donating your hand forged or hand made items and we all can see your skills improve at each event that you donate another hand-forge items. I believe this event produced the best percentage of hand made items at over 60 percent. Way to go! 


*Congratulations to Bettina Wehner for her first hand forged item donated to the Iron-in-the-Hat (Historic Door Pull). So, who’s next to show us his or her skills? 


* Just arrived, back ordered; a lot of ODBSA t-shirts and hats were sold at the Challenge at our cost.


* Reo Garrett had a new supply DVDs of past events. I’m sure he must have sold 25 to 35 to our members this day. 


* True Story: While working with and explaining to young man, Justin Sheehan, that when the metal changes to a dark color that one stops and reheats the metal when drawing out. I said that other blacksmiths had told me “one will go to hell for hitting cold steel”. His father the Reverend Bryant Sheehan who was turning the blower for Justin, (with a smile on his face) immediately responded “ I cannot remember ever seeing that in the Scriptures.”


*Dedication and/or a man thing:  At last month’s event Bobby Moose from NC (199 miles away) who had just the day before got out of the hospital due to an operation came to Bedford, Virginia. His wife Gale drove him. Bobby, still under the weather, on medication, and in some pain was determined to see Master Blacksmth Elmer Roush demonstrate and get the item (drone) that was auctioned off that  Master Blacksmith Dan Easley had made at the previous event. 


* A few interesting and rewarding comments: From Harmony “Missy was an absolute doll to come out and help me. She really helped me feel a little less nervous about trying something so different than I have ever done”; From Gerald “ I knew I was in trouble when I said “ everyone knows how to light a fire, right?” And I got a lot of blank looks. Everyone wanted to learn and showed a lot of spirit.”


From L.T who assisted many participants, said “ Bob D.G. said he learned more that day than he had ever learned in one day before. So, that made me feel good. Dave and Gerald did a good job. It was a good day for sure.” From Pete R. “thank you for a great time Sat.  You have a great bunch. I enjoyed Gerald Boggs. I can see that there is some deep talent in your group”


*Special Thanks to Gerald Boggs and David Tucciarone for preparing everything in advance for your classes at the Challenge. This took a lot of time and effort and we all appreciate it. You both did a superb job of demonstrating; teaching and helping many of ODBSA apprentice smiths make their own tongs. We would all like to thank L.T. Skinnell for assisting both Gerald and David. 


* Glen Bryant’s idea to add a beginner’s class was a big hit. We had eight new smiths learn some basics. Glenn had his pick-up loaded down with two forges and everything needed to work with.  He just 


 


 














didn’t realize that he was teaching the novices. I loved surprising him that day with the news. He and I had a great time showing and helping the beginner smiths with their first ever hands-on experience with hot metal. Glen is one of our better Journeymen Blacksmiths and I learned a lot from him that day as did the Novices. Thanks Glen for sharing some of your knowledge and skills with us all.


*Missy and Wally Coates are always helping us.   They bought and transported the water, drinks, and ice and provide the coolers and washtub for everything. Missy has asked everyone to bring their own empty water bottle to the next event because she will be bring a large bottle of water from which all can get some. This will save us all some money. 


* Members /Guests who are planning on attending our next event in Rustburg, Virginia at David Tucciarone shop/studio with Master Artist Blacksmith/Teacher Joe Anderson on Saturday August 4, 2007: David Tucciarone, Louise Tucciarone, Glen Bryant, Bobby Floyd, Wendell Wyland, Reo Garrett, Charlie Boothe, Missy Coates, Wally Coates, Bettina Wehner, Mark Kinsley, Bob Saxon, L.T. Skinnell, Bobby Moose, Gale Moose, George Juettner, William Beaver, T.W. Hudson, Blaine Dillon, Jeff Shelton, John Riddle, Eldridge Turner, Diane Brzeski, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, Eric Bourhill, Layton Bourhill, Andy Hasty, Jerry Jones, Garry Godfrey, William Barts, Buford Hodges, Scotty Lovell, Blaine Dillon,


 * Billy Phelps Makes the Big Times:  Last night (June 28th) I had a phone call from Charlie B and he had just seen a interview with Billy on TV. Billy will be showing his skills at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival in Washington, DC at the National Mall (June 27-July 1 and July 4-8, 2007). Billy is a member of ODBSA, has demonstrated for us last year in Ferrum and lives in our area. He is a real character (in the positive sense). He is as much fun to be around as anyone that I have ever met. He does not like titles but is as good a blacksmith as I have ever witnessed. I guess it helps if your father and grandfather were one. It's definitely not about the money with him, he just loves the craft and does it full time. When I said to him last year, "I sure wish you had a telephone", his response in his slow southern accent was: " Well,-Bobby,-if-you-want-me-to-have-one, -you're-welcome-to- pay-for-it." I cannot think of anyone that could present this historic craft better than Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival. The public is in for a real treat. For those living in the Washington area, this is your chance to see a real blacksmith that can do almost anything with a piece of hot metal with such ease that it seems that anyone could do it and, at the same time, you will probably get to hear one of his jokes. How in the world did they find you Billy?�*Growth in "Active" and Total Membership: Since July the 1st we have five new members. Welcome Jackson Fellows, T. W. Hudson, Peter Robertson, Blaine Dillon, and Robert Gumm.  We now have 62 Active members with 125 joining since Jan. 2006.


* Bettina Wehner, Missy Coates & Wally Coates will be taking the Intermediate Blacksmithing Joinery class with Master Blacksmith/Teacher and one of ODBSA Educational Directors Dale Morse at the Jacksonville Center for the Arts in Floyd, Virginia, on July 14, 15.�*Missy threatened to quit if I did not post this photo. “ Sorry”
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* The Challenge could not have happened without your help! One of the "best days" that ODBSA has ever had and, without all of you coming and many participating, it would not have been. A special thanks to the following officers and members who had a very active part in putting this event together: Danny Ward, Glen Bryant, Gerald Boggs, L.T. Skinnell, David Tucciarone, Missy Coates, Wally Coates, Bettina Wehner and Charlie Boothe.


* The Thirty Eight Members/Guests who participated and/or attended “The Challenge” at Danny Ward’s Eastern School of Farrier Science in Martinsville are: Glen Bryant, Charlie Boothe, Missy & Wally Coates, L.T. Skinnell, Danny Ward, Bettina Wehner, Gerald Boggs, David Tucciarone, Bob Saxon, Mark Kinsley, Reo Garrett, John Riddle, Diane Brzeski, Andy Hasty, Eldridge Turner, George Juettner, Bobby Floyd, Pete Robertson, Blaine Dillon, Robert Dixon Gumm, Bill Jenner, Justin Sheehan, Bryan Sheehan, Scotty Lovell, Jeff Shelton, William Beaver, Tony Gowen, Harmony Leonard, Michael Lehrer, Richard & Mary Bartelt, Francis & Rachael Howard, Buford Hodges, Walter Howard, T. W. Hudson, Feather Stein.�All inside the school enjoyed the added benefit of a "free sauna", 90+ degrees with seven forges going full blast.


* Longest distance driven to attend this monthly event:  263 miles by Robert D. Gumm from Rockville, Md; 227 miles by Pete Robertson from Fredericksburg, Va; 126 miles by Michael Lehrer and Harmony Leonard from Bluefield, WV; 112 miles by William Beaver from Concord, NC


* Gerald Boggs class (10:00 am until 1:00 pm) �     1. Bettina Wehner�     2. Mark Kinsley�     3. Robert Saxon �     4. Reo Garrett �    5. Scotty Lovell �    6. William Beaver�    7. Pete Robertson  



































* David Tucciarone class (2:00 pm until 5:00 pm) �    1. Missy Coates�    2. Wally Coates�    3. John Riddle�    4. Andy Hasty�    5. Scotty Lovell�    6. Robert Dixon Gumm�
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* Journeyman Blacksmith L. T. Skinnell did an excellent job in assisting the participants in both the morning and afternoon sessions of tong making.�*Congratulations to Scotty Lovell the only member who did both the morning and afternoon session.�*A Special Guest Participant: Farrier, Blacksmith & Wheelwright Pete Robertson did attend and participate in the morning session of tong making. Hope everyone had a chance to talk with Pete. He is the first person that introduced me to this craft. We are honored that he came, participated and joined ODBSA.


*Hands-on Introductory Novices Class (all day outside under two wonderful shade trees with a light breeze blowing): Instructors Glen Bryant & Bobby Floyd with occasional assistance from Missy Coates & David Tucciarone. �     1. Blaine Dillon�     2. Justin Sheehan�     3. Eldridge Turner�     4. T. W. Hudson�     5. Tony Gowen�     6. Michael Lehrer�     7. Harmony Leonard�     8. Walter Howard�
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*It is really easy to get membership numbers when the cost to join is free, as we have shown. We want "Active Members" only. Whether you are there to observe and/or learn we need you to attend our events. These members keep us going and tell ODBSA that it is worth the effort.  �* Something New: ODBSA Members Classifications:�               1. Observer (the ones who really enjoy this craft but are not planning on hands-on experience themselves) �               2. Novice (less than 10 hours blacksmithing) �               3. Apprentice (some blacksmithing skills) �               4. Journeyman (a lot of blacksmithing skills) �               5. Master (most blacksmithing skills and/or profession is Blacksmithing) �*ODBSA has Educational Directors (E.D.) who are the more experienced blacksmiths within our association who have helped others learn this craft in one-way or another. Congratulations to the following members who have also earned this designation: Glen Bryant, L. T. Skinnell, Charlie Boothe, Bobby Floyd, Gerald Boggs, Pete Robertson.�*Nuts and Bolts rule: a reminder that if you do not attend an ODBSA event in a six-month period, your name will be removed as an "active member". If you had requested that the ODBSA Newsletter be sent to you by snail mail because you have no computer or have trouble downloading, the snail mail Newsletter will be suspended. Once you return to an event you will be listed as an "active member" and you will receive your Newsletter. We are trying to be fair to the "active members" who really keep this association going this year.


*Iron –in-the-Hat itmes: The ones in dark are all hand-made items. Garden Plant Marker by Andy Hasty; Historic Hasp by Bobby Floyd; Artistic Candle Holder by Missy Coates; Large Leaf







































































* Iron-in-the-Hat items: The ones in dark are all hand-made items. Garden Plant Marker by Andy Hasty; Historic Hasp by Bobby


Floyd; Artistic Candle Holder by Missy Coates; Large Leaf                                                                                     
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       This ODBSA “Challenge” event is appropriately named. It was a challenge not to have a good time because everyone that I talked with, did have a good one; it was also a challenge to have a good turn out with so many members on vacation during the week of the 4th of July; it was a challenge to try to make the sessions run on time (which it did not but it all worked out well); it was a challenge for everyone to keep cool in 90+ degree weather next to a hot coal forge; it was a challenge for all the participants who had never made tongs to attempt to make them; it was a challenge for Gerald Boggs, David Tucciarone and L.T. Skinnell, our instructors, to keep their patience with the less experienced smiths; it was a challenge for some  participants to not burn up their metal (if the shoe fits, wear it); it was a challenge for the tong making participants to complete their task; it was a challenge to load up and unload two anvils,  two rivet forges, vises, etc in his pick up truck for the novices to have their first time hands-on experience, Glen Bryant did it; it was a challenge for all of us to keep clean; it was a real challenge for me to keep from running my mouth, (I lost than challenge), but, the good thing is that I was not the only one with a big mouth (if the shoe fits wear it, right Glen, Missy, Wally, Charlie B, George J, Mark, Bob S., Harmony & mostly everyone); it was a challenge for us to remember to wear eye protection right Bob S. & Mark; it was a challenge for Glen & I to keep our mouths shut when Missy was trying to teach Harmony (never interfere when two women that are talking, especially when they are talking at the same time to each other and have hot metal in their hands, if you want to stay alive); it was a challenge to keep liquids inside us during this hot day (thanks to Missy and Wally Coates who brought the water/soft drinks/ ice/ wash tub/ coolers we had plenty of  cool drinks available); it was a challenge not have a heart attack when Missy and Wally  squirted me with cold water at the end of the day; it was a challenge for some of us to get a kick start in the morning (thanks to Jocelyne Floyd, my wife, for providing everyone with the coffee and delicious muffins for the “kick start”); it was a challenge to find a place where we could have such an 





                          The Real Challenge


                                     By Bobby Floyd
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event (thanks to Danny Ward and his farrier school for providing the perfect location, environment, forges, anvils, vices, tools, coal etc.); it was a challenge for Charlie Boothe, our Treasurer that’s in charge of the Iron-in-the-Hat  to take a break between 8:30 am & 1:30 pm. (everyone, except the participants of the morning session were told that they could come late, so the items trickled in all morning); it was a challenge for Bettina Wehner our administrator and Missy Coates, our Coordinator, to make sure everyone signed in, got their name tags, sign up new members, pass out new membership cards for everyone and also sell ODBSA t-shirt, caps; it’s always a challenge to make enough money from the Iron-in-the Hat raffle and auction to have the funds available to pay for our next event (thanks to all of our members for donating items and member/guest for buying tickets and participating in the auction.  ODBSA had a great day in revenue of $511.00); it was a difficult challenge to relieve the nervous anxiety of the eight new novices (by the time they did their second drawing out of a point, calm had set in and they all were performing like professionals; it’s a challenge for young, old, male, female that have never worked with hot metal  to learn a lot of new stuff, how to hold a hammer, how much heat to apply, where to put the hot metal on the anvil, to quench the metal so no one get burned, how hard to hit the metal, when to stop hitting the metal,  how to draw out a point, upset, twist and shape a piece of metal, etc; it’s a challenge when having new smiths that have access to a hot forge, hot metal, hammer, blower, anvil etc. not to get hurt in some way (of our eight participants none got burned or damaged in any way, “luck was on our side”). It is normally challenging to teach new smiths the basic but because we had such intelligent and gifted students, this task was easily executed;  “The Real Challenge” is going to be to try to repeat this “incredible day” at Danny Ward’s Farrier School in Martinsville, Virginia. Thank you all who attended the “Challenge”.


      If you believe in numbers, this was the luckiest day in the last hundred years (07/07/07) and “I believe it”.











 Second Annual Challenge at Danny Ward’s Farrier School


This year’s challenge for Old Dominion Blacksmith Association members was divided into three groups. The first group made their own simplified tongs in the morning with Instructor Gerald Boggs aided by L.T. Skinnell. The Second group hand-forged their normal tongs in the afternoon with Instructor David Tucciarone and aided by L.T. Skinnell. The Third group went all day and was “get your feet wet” (first timers working hot metal) with instructors Glen Bryant and Bobby Floyd with the help of Missy Coates and David Tucciarone in the morning.





Officers:


President: Bobby Floyd


V.P. Operations: Missy Coates


V.P. Education: David Tucciarone


V.P. Library: Wendell Wyland


Administrator: Bettina Wehner


Treasurer: Charlie Boothe


Recorder/Producer: Reo Garrett


Asst Recorder/Prod: Glen Bryant


Safety: Bob Saxon & Mark Kinsley 


Other Contributors:


Glen Bryant – Photos


Missy Coates – Photos


Jocelyne Floyd – Proof Reader
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	Who Are They?	


Did you figure out who the great smiths are in this picture and where and when it was taken?





Re Photo: “It turned out great - I am grinning like I am standing in a line of celebrities - wait......I AM!  What a great pic.  Missy “












































      From left to right are Jay Close, Tal Harris, Peter Ross, Scott Beal, James Freeze, Al Code and Missy Coates. I love the fact that every one of them has a smile on their face.


     It was taken at the Threshers Reunion in Denton, N.C. on Saturday June 30, 2007. 

















member, really enjoys the craft and truly supports what we are doing. Thank you again for letting ODBSA use your facilities at your Danny Ward Farrier School/Eastern School of Farrier Science in Martinsville, Virginia for the second year in a row.


* My views on learning the Art of Blacksmithing:  You can try to emulate one of your favorite Master Blacksmiths by observing them in person, watching their dvds, reading their books or articles and this works for some Smiths. In the few years that I have been observing some of the Master Blacksmiths that have demonstrated for us: they all have their own way of doing his/her Art/Craft. There are some essential basics that everyone must abide by but the variations after that are humongous. This is where I believe we all have the opportunity to “ strut our stuff”.  Yes, I like the so called “traditional blacksmithing” very much but I also like to take a piece of hot iron with hammer in hand and see where it will take me or see where my imagination and/or skill level will let me go. I like having the opportunity to learn something different from everyone of these Artistic /Master Blacksmiths/Teachers. I really try to understand “how did they do that” so that I can put it into my arsenal of limited skills. With observation, reading and practice all of our skill levels will have a chance of improving.  Maybe, someday some of us will have our artistic work on display in the Blacksmiths Hall of Fame Museum, if there were such a place.





�





* Someone that knows: When a used anvil has a lot of chips on its edges do you weld them? Peter Ross suggests not to. He said so long as you have a couple of inches on the edge that are good, that’s all one really needs to work on.


* It’s amazing how hobbyists want the best equipment when the professionals will make do with what they have and really never complain. This applies to all hobbies, including Blacksmithing. I guess that I had better find another excuse as to why my blacksmith work is not as good as it should be!


*Danny Ward: Danny is one of the best farriers anywhere in today’s times. He has won numerous horseshoeing competitions across the country and has given clinics around the world. His father, grandfather and sister are and were farriers. Do not believe him when he says he doesn’t know much about blacksmithing. He is a very accomplished Blacksmith. Danny is an ODBSA 





*Denton, NC : Phyllis, George, Jocelyne and I met up with Missy and her daughter Rachel at the Thresher Reunion at 10:00 am on a very hot, humid, Saturday. Missy and Wally wanted a different anvil that weighed more than what they have. So, I volunteered to help Missy find one.  We did see some that were ok around 100 lbs but they wanted one closer to 150 lb or more. Just about all the anvils that we saw that day were selling for about $2 a pound. We looked for hours but found none in the weight class they wanted. We did see probably about 14 pole vises, which were selling in a very good price range of $40 to $80, and many blowers and rivet forges in less than perfect conditions but at a good buy if you were willing to clean them up and in some cases, repair them. We did meet with James Freeze (he drove Jim Slining to OBDSA event in Jan.) and Tal Harris who have been working (Volunteers) at the Blacksmith Shop on the day. They both have been doing this event for over 20 years.  Tal is tentatively scheduled to demonstrate for us in Sept. There were numerous smiths and farriers working in the shop and while we were there must have been hundreds of people observe them working and asking them questions. We had a chance to meet Jay Close who worked at Colonial Williamsburg’s Blacksmithing shop for many, many years.  While standing outside the blacksmith shop, up walks one of my favorite Master Blacksmith Mr. Peter Ross. Missy and I really enjoyed talking with the “super stars” of this craft that day in NC.
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  The August ODBSA Meeting/Demonstration


                                                     Is At 


                             David Tucciarone’s Sunrise Forge 


                                                     With 


                             Guest Demonstrator Joe Anderson


                                                              On 


                                  Saturday August 4, 2007





Location: Sunrise Forge�                 9332 Wards Road�                 Rustburg, Virginia 24588�                 434-821-8424


Hosts: Louise and David Tucciarone


Time: 10:00 am until at least 3:00 pm


Refreshments: Furnished by Louise Tucciarone or ODBSA (Donation Jar)


Lunch: Brown bag it or go to local eating-places.


Iron-in-the-Hat: Yes





                                                  Demonstration:


                     Hand-Forged animal heads and other interesting items.


                                                  Demonstrator: 


                    Artist, Sculpture, Master Blacksmith/Teacher Joe Anderson


When I asked some Master Smiths to tell me something about Joe Anderson they said, “he is one of the premier blacksmiths in the country and you will really enjoy his demonstrations.”





I had heard that Joe sometimes uses two hammers at the same time to draw out a piece of metal. When I asked him about this he said that this is just clowning around but will do it for us if we wish. He also said he is not a traditional blacksmith.


.   


This is taken from Peter Valley Craft’s Web site. Joe just finished teaching a week class there.


Joe Anderson began studying blacksmithing in 1970 and has been a full-time blacksmith since 1977. He has taught, lectured and demonstrated at numerous regional and national ABANA conferences throughout the country. For the first few years, his business name was “Simply Spoons”





Copied from Joe’s own Web site: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.josephandersonsculpture.com" \t "_blank" �http://www.josephandersonsculpture.com�


Artist blacksmith and sculptor Joseph Anderson creates minimalist forms in forged iron. Their lines trace and tumble through space as their movement sings the dance of life. The forging process is a fantastic format within which to explore the calligraphic lines that make up his work.�


 " Joe blends a high degree of technical proficiency and originality in his work. Whether sculpture or functional, his work is incredibly inventive. This is somewhat rare in blacksmithing, where tradition is often omnipotent. He works the metal so that it is at once fluid, like a lovely gestural line in a drawing - and substantial.”





Other information found on the Internet:


I grew up in Minnesota. In 1968 I began studying ceramics and jewelry with various teachers. Two years later I added forging iron to my interests in the arts. I then moved to California and spent several years designing and producing jewelry. 


In 1977 I began forging iron full-time. A blacksmithing renaissance was in the air and I had met other blacksmiths who became friends. Today I live in North Carolina.


.


 �
�





















































































































Directions: Coming from the south on route 29 go about 1/2 mile past where route 24 intersects. Sunrise Forge sits off some on the left side and you will need to go past it and turn around because there is no crossover in front of his place. From Lynchburg go south on route 29 about six miles and then look on right side for his sign (Sunrise Forge). Others please check your own map for directions.





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





     Bill Jenner, Bobby Floyd and T.W. Hudson





ODBSA has different kinds of members


Top: L.T. Skinnell with Reo observing and Bettina Wehner


Middle: Reo Garrett and Scotty Lovell


Bottom: Wally Coates and Justin Sheehan with Blaine Dillon and Tony Gowen observing





Con’t on page 5








