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                           Current News


                                                                                      By Bobby Floyd





* 35 plus ODBSA members/guests who attended Sat. meeting/demonstration (Oct. 8, 2007) at Charlie Hanks’ shop/studio in Lynch Station with Master Gunsmith George Suiter from Colonial Williamsburg are: George Suiter, Pam Suiter, Charlie Hanks, Shirley Hanks, Reo Garrett, Debra Garrett, Missy Coates, Wally Coates, Bobby Floyd, David Tucciarone, Louise Tucciarone, Charlie Boothe, Carrie Boothe, Eric Bourhill, Layton Bourhill, Jerry Jones, Mike Wyland, Tom Harrell, Val Harrell, L.T.Skinnell, Andy Hasty, Wendell Wyland, Albert Absher, Blaine Dillon, Gerald Boggs and guest, Gale Moose, Bobby Moose, Jimmy Blanks, Tony Gowen, Michael Peay, T.W. Hudson, Jackson Fellows, Frank Hancock, Justin Sheehan, hosts helpers/relatives Thomas Eubank, Chris Eubank, Helen Eubank plus 4 other friends of the Hanks who observed some of the demo. 





* Thank you, from all of in attendance, Shirley/Charlie Hanks for your hospitality and the great food/refreshments. A special thank you to Shirley’s sister Helen Eubank and her children Thomas and Chris for helping out.   ��* This was the most "attentive" group that we have had to date. All were glued to their seats as they listened and observed George Suiter, the Master of the Gunshop at Colonial Williamsburg, demo. I never knew the large amount of our members that were interested in this subject until this day. Great questions by you all. Thanks to the following for assisting Mr. Suiter in his demo: Charlie Hanks, Eric Bourhill and David Tucciarone.��* Charlie Boothe our Treasurer notified me on our way home that we had an excellent Iron-in-the Hat and auction with 44 items donated and $450 from these events. "Way to go everybody!"





* Saturday the third of November ODBSA event: We will not be having our normal event on this day; instead we will be going to Martinsville, Virginia to learn about horseshoeing.  Danny Ward an ODBSA member/supporter and owner/manager of the Eastern School of Farrier Science/ Danny Ward Farrier School is welcoming us all to attend an event that he has hosted for 30 years called the Eastern Farrier Clinic. This two-day event is open to the public. Yes, they will be making horseshoes and there will be the shoeing of at least one horse. Danny said that all is free to the public (including barbecue lunch) and there will be the “best” farriers from around the world demonstrating and giving clinics.





ODBSA will provide a blacksmith for his event that will demonstrate for about an hour in early afternoon Saturday. Master Blacksmith/Teacher and ODBSA Education Director Dale Morse has agreed to come to Martinsville to do the hour show.  Dale, in my opinion, is one of the best blacksmiths in the country and a real supporter of ODBSA. We will not have an Iron-in-the-Hat or sign-in table but I ask all of you to make and donate something really good for his auction that will be held Saturday evening. All proceeds go to St Jude Children Hospital. Let’s show the public our skills and also, help a good cause. I would like that all ODBSA members in attendance on Saturday to meet near the coal pile for a group picture around 12:00 noon. There will be more information to follow as I get it. It is said that over 50% of the historic blacksmith income came from horseshoeing. It is only in the last 100 or so years that “farrier” is defined as a separate trade. Still today, some people think that we blacksmiths are farriers. This is a great opportunity to see and learn about this trade of horseshoeing





* We never plan an event in December. This is the only month that we do not have something planned. The next event will probably be in January.





 * Blaine Dillon an ODBSA member and I spent a very productive day with him learning some basics at my shop a few weeks ago. If any of you are interested in learning some basics from me, please let me know for I’m happy to work with you. 


  


* Thank you Gary Birkett an ODBSA member for sending me a copy of the poem The Blacksmith by John Masefield that is now a part of this Newsletter.


 


*  I had told you all in the December 2006 Newsletter that the end of 2007 would be my last year, but due to the many new people interested and joining this association, I had second thoughts about resigning, but still would like someone to step forward and take over everything or part of what I do. I would hope that many of you would help next year with such things as providing articles, etc. More of this will be addressed in the next Newsletter. If we’re going to continue, I do need some help.  





* I really do appreciate most of our member’s loyalty to this association by their attendance. Thank you.





*  I have not started making the schedule for the demonstrators for next year. I will wait until I hear from you on what ya’ll want to do. One suggestion that has been made is to do more of what we did at Martinsville this year. What would you like to see demonstrated next year?





* I have not heard from Ken Schwarz about going to Williamsburg in March even though I have sent two e-mails 


                                                            Cont’t on page 4





Here is e-mail that I received from George Suiter:


 Hi Bobby,


 Pam and I really had a great time. Thanks to everyone for being so kind, and for the great food. Pam was going back into Lynchburg to burn the numbers off the credit card, but she felt so welcomed that she stayed to watch the demo. That saved me a bundle. Thanks.





I talked to Richard Sullivan this morning and he said he would be willing to do a casting demo sometime. I will probably come along with him too. Let me know when and we will try to fit it into our schedule.


 


I will try to write something about barrel forging and send it to you as soon as I can. I am considering teaching a few classed on making long rifle parts such as patch boxes, engraving, carving, stock shaping etc. These would be 1, 2, or 3-day classes. They would be limited to 2 or 3 students at a time. I don’t have a very big shop or a forge that I could use right now. If any one is interested let me know and I will try to work up a schedule when I will be available.


Thanks 


George Suiter.                                                                                                                                                                 





     


 


  








The blacksmith in his sparky forge


Beat on the white-hot softness there;


Even as he beat he sang an air


To keep the sparks out of his gorge.





So many shoes the blacksmith beat, 


So many shares and links for traces,


So many builders’ struts and braces,


Such tackling for the chain-fore-sheet,





That, in his pride, big words he spake;


“I am the master of my trade,


What iron is good for I have made,


I make what is in iron to make.”





Daily he sang thus by his fire,


Till one day, as he poised his stroke


Above his bar, the iron spoke,


“You boaster, drop your hammer, liar.”





The hammer dropped out of his hand,


The iron rose, it gathered shape,


It took the blacksmith by the nape,


It pressed him to the furnace, and





Heaped fire upon him till his form


Was molten, flinging sparks aloft,


Until his bones were melted soft,


His hairs crisped in a fiery storm.





The iron drew him from the blaze


To place him on the anvil, then


It beat him from the shape of men,


Like drugs the apothecary brays;





 Beat him to ploughing-coulters, beat


Body and blood to links of chain,


With endless hammerings of pain,


Unending torment of white heat;





And did not stop the work, but still


Beat on him while the furnace roared;


The blacksmith suffered and implored,


With iron bonds upon his will.





 And, though he could not die nor shrink,


 He felt his being beat by force





To horse shoes stamped on by the horse,


And into troughs whence cattle drink.





He felt his blood, his dear delight,


Beat into shares, he felt it rive


The green earth red; he was alive,


Dragged through the earth by horses’ might.





He felt his brain, that once had planned


His daily life, changed to a chain


Which curbed a sail or dragged a wain,


Or hoisted ship-loads to the land.





He felt his heart, that once had thrilled


With love of wife and little ones,


Cut out and mingled with his bones


To pin the bricks where men rebuilt.





He felt his very self impelled


To common uses, till he cried,


“There’s more within me than is tried,


More than you every think to weld.





“For all my pain I am only used


To make the props for daily labour;


I burn, I am beaten like a tabor


To make men tools; I am abused.





“Deep in the white heat where I gasp


I see the unmastered finer powers,


Iron by cunning wrought to flowers,


File-worked, not tortured by the rasp.





“Deep in this fire-tortured mind


Thought bends the bar in subtler ways,


It glows into the mass, its rays


Purge, till the iron is refined.





“Then, as the full moon draws the tide


Out of the vague uncaptained sea,


Some moon power there ought to be


To work on ore; it should be tried.





“By this fierce fire in which I ache


I see new fires not yet begun,


A blacksmith smithying with the sun,


At unmade things man ought to make.





“Life is not fire and blows, but thought,


Attention kindling into joy,


Those who make nothing new destroy,


O me, what evil I have wrought.





“O me.” And as he moaned he saw


His iron master shake, he felt


No blow, nor did the fire melt


His flesh, he was released from law.





He sat upon the anvil top


Dazed, as the iron was dazed, he took


Strength, seeing that the iron shook,


He said, “This cruel time must stop.”











“Life is not fire and blows, but thought,


Attention kindling into joy,


Those who make nothing new destroy,


O me, what evil I have wrought.





“O me.” And as he moaned he saw


His iron master shake, he felt


No blow, nor did the fire melt


His flesh, he was released from law.





He sat upon the anvil top


Dazed, as the iron was dazed, he took


Strength, seeing that the iron shook,


He said, “This cruel time must stop.”





He seized the iron and held him fast


With pincers, in the midmost blaze,


A million sparks went million ways,


The cowhorn handle plied the blast.





“Burn, then,” he cried; the fire was white,


The iron was whiter than the fire.


The fireblast made the embers twire,


The blacksmith’s arm began to smite.





First vengeance for old pain, and then


Beginning hope of better things,


The swordblades for the sides of Kings


And corselets for the breasts of men.





And crowns and such like joys and gems.


And stars of honour for the pure,


Jewel of honour to endure,


Beautiful women’s diadems.





And coulters, sevenfold-twinned, to rend,


And girders to uphold the tower,


Harness for unimagined power,


New ships to make the billows bend,








And stores of fire-compelling things


By which men dominate and pierce


The iron-imprisoned universe


Where angels lie with banded wings.














                                                                 The Blacksmith


                                      By John Masefield 
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                               ODBSA Next Event





This event is on the third of November and is in lieu of our normal meeting demonstration. 


It is a two-day event. 





For those that are planning on attending the Eastern Farrier Clinic here is the address:             


Location: Eastern School of Farrier Science�                               51 Ward Road�                               Martinsville, Virginia 24112 �                               276-638-7908 �              Host: Danny Ward


              Cost: 0


              Lunch: Free





For those that can please make something really good to donate to their Auction for it goes to a great cause: Saint Jude’s Children Hospital. Don’t forget to bring plenty of money to bid on the auction items.





I have asked Master Blacksmith/Teacher and one of ODBSA Education Directors Dale Morse to demonstrate blacksmithing because Dale is one of Danny Ward’s favorite Blacksmiths. He will only be doing this for one hour on Satuday afternoon.





Hope to see some of you there.





Directions: 51 Ward Road, Martinsville, Virginia is 1 mile on the right side of Hwy 57 toward Chatham going east from the intersection of Hwy 57 & 58. Because there are so many ways to get there, please check your own maps.





asking him about it. He was the one who first brought up this subject a few months ago, as most of you know. If I hear from him, I will let you know. Many of you and I really would like to go.





* Classes offered by Gerald Boggs:  If anyone wants, I'm willing to give smithing classes at my forge.  The price is $50.00 a day.  This is not a devoted class.  I'll work with you, but most of the time, I'll be working on my own jobs.   What I'll do is get you started on several simple exercises and then as you progress; start you on something to take home. 434-465-5993





* Iron in Hat items from our last event with George Suiter as our demonstrator: I donated a good 4” pole vise that I purchase for $20 the morning of this event at a flea market, so I passed my good fortune on to you guys and it seems like everyone wanted it by the number of tickets put in the cup. Missy Coates donated a hand-forged fish with hook by one of my favorite Blacksmiths, Billy Phelps. I donated a hand forged historic toaster (my first attempt). Two of our members really went all out in their donations. Charlie Hanks- hand forged candle holder, another type of hand forged candle holder, coffee cup, another coffee cup, welding flux, another type of welding flux and an air hose. Albert Absher with: gloves, more gloves, safety goggles, safety  glasses, plus another two different kinds of safety glasses. Hand made flower arrangement by Shirley Hanks, hand made pound cake  (all butter) by Frank Hancock; Missy Coates handmade bread that everyone wants. Other hand forged or hand made items are: Mike Wyland with bending forks; Charlie Boothe- Plant Hanger; Andy Hasty with three different kinds of Hooks; Tom Harrell, as always, brings something special to the table, a candle holder: L.T. shows us all his skills with a Knotted Hook and a Wall Hanger; Wally Coates with his many kinds of hooks. Other great item donated are Wendell Wyland – Grinding Discs; T.W. Hudson – digging bar bits plus firebricks; David 








Tucciarone – two different bundles of steel; Michael Peay-Borax; Jerry Jones-steel; Jackson Fellows-wrought iron; Wally Coates- lighter; Eric Bourhill-file; Gerald Boggs-steel; Blaine Dillon – foxfire #5 book: Mike Wyland-steel; Tony Gowen- a bag of good coal and Wendell Brooks who was not present sent in some steel. Thanks Wendell. All great items with great result and I don’t know how it could be any better. Thanks all.





























































































































                   Mark Aspery 


             School of Blacksmithing


                  By Gerald Boggs


 I’m thinking of bringing Mark Aspery here sometime late spring/early summer for a week of classes.


The classes being considered are:


__Mastering the Fundamentals (5 day class) $500. This class is the basic block on which all other classes build upon.


__Leaves and Organic forms (3 days) $350


__Tool making (3 days) $350 While all classes include quite a bit of tool making, in this class, tools covered in greater depth.


__Gate Joinery (5 days)  $500.00 In this class, students will learn how to forge a small garden gate.


If you’re interested, please mark the classes you're interested in, fill out the rest and return it to Wayfarer Forge with a $100.00 deposit. This is to separate the talkers from the walkers. Based on the response, I'll pick which classes will be held and the exact dates before Thanksgiving. At that time you will have the option of locking yourself in for the class or I will return your $100.00 deposit 


Name:


Address:


Phone:











As this class will be held at my shop, each student is responsible for his/her own equipment. Forge, anvil, post vise and basic hand tools. A more precise list will be provided before the class. Steel, tool steel and coal will be provided and we'll settle-up at the end of class. I offer room and board at my home or you can camp out by the chicken coop. Don’t worry; the rooster doesn't start until 5:30 am. There’s space for trailers. The room is free, we'll settle-up the food bill at the end of class. Last class the steel bill was ten dollars and the food bill was thirty-five. So price wise, this is the best deal going anywhere.


Why take a class with Mr. Aspery? For me the answer is easy. Mark Aspery is a British apprenticeship trained blacksmith. As such, the knowledge and skills he is teaching comes from a unbroken line of blacksmiths back to the mists of time. This line is something that was lost in America and is just now being reestablish. His learning didn't stop with his apprenticeship. After he moved to America, he completed a 22 week Farrier course in Colorado, has been an instructor at that same farrier school and to this day continuous to work as a farrier. To further his blacksmithing skills he returned to Britain and attended the Herefordshire Collage of Blacksmithing. He has worked with Richard Bent (Three time British Blacksmithing Champion) Since then, he has continued to develop his leaning by attending smithing courses across America: Bladesmith at the American Bladesmithing College, Animal heads with Daryll Nelson at John Campbell, etc. He was for several years the blacksmith instructor at Sierra Fire and Forge school in California. He is heavily involved in the education and training with The Caledonian blacksmith Association. He has spent years developing his skills as a teacher and worked out an excellent curriculum of learning for smiths wishing to take their skills to the next level. He is the author of, in my opinion, the finest blacksmith instruction book ever written. Mastering The Fundamentals. You can visit Mark Aspery's web site for more information about the classes’ � HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.markaspery.net/Home.html');" �http://www.markaspery.net/Home.html� Or you can contact me.  434-465-5993    








       Dixie Classic Fair with Billy Phelps


                                 By Missy Coates





I ventured out to the Winston Salem Dixie Class Fair with my darn good husband and four children (only one of which was mine).  We ate, rode a few rides and had the typical fair experience.  Dusk was rapidly approaching and the kids were getting cold, so I gladly volunteered to get the coats from the car.  I caught back up with Wally and told him that I was going to the blacksmith shop.  I walked over to the shop and Billy was there by himself hammering away.  I observed for several minutes while he answered a few questions from other observers.  I then asked him if he could show me how to make a button scroll.  That got his attention.  He told me to come around and he would show me, then I could make one myself.  In the meantime, my phone started ringing.  In an effort not to be disrespectful, I did not answer it.  I knew it was Wally and realized that he didn’t know where I was.  In due time, he found me, not surprised that I was inside the blacksmith shop hammering away.  I learned how to make a button and techniques for making the scroll.  I stayed in the shop a lot longer than I had planned, but I had Billy all to myself.  He invited me back later in the week and I returned on Tuesday night.  I didn’t get much hammer time in, but did meet a lot of local blacksmiths and enjoyed some deer stew that 





Billy made in the dutch oven over the open fire.  Wally, Rachel and I went back again Friday night and ate, yet again.  I learned that night how to make a simple leaf.  I need a lot of practice, but learned the basics.  It really helped to sink in when David Tuccairone gave me a few more pointers at ODBSA meeting the next day at Charlie Hank’s place.  I really appreciate all the help that Billy, David and others have given me.  Even those that were working in the blacksmith shop at the fair offered some pointers and showed me “their way” of doing things.  The more that I learn I realize that everyone has a different way of doing things and there are multiple “right ways”.





The blacksmith shop at the Dixie Classic Fairgrounds has bellows on one side and an electric fan on the other with the chimney in the middle.  There are a variety of anvils and a slew of tongs, bending forks, swage blocks, hardie cutters, and any size stock that you may need.  They also have a treadle hammer.  What the shop didn’t have, Billy did.  He brought a lot of tools from home.  The Triad Area Blacksmiths, a NC ABANA Chapter meet once a month at this shop and have a meeting similar to the ODBSA’s.  I look forward to getting more involved with the local blacksmiths in Winston Salem.
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The kids watching Missy work at the Dixie Classic Fair.





Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps watches Missy Coates make a button at the Fair.








