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* Andy Hasty donated a dvd to Library:  Fire and Roses Forging a Queen's Rose Vol I. Thanks Andy.  Remember that Wendell brings the Library to each event for your benefit.

*Charlie Hudson and Buford Hodges will be demonstrating at a show near Meadows of Dan and cannot attend our next event. Glen Bryant cannot attend the next event either because he is demonstrating at the Clifton Forge show.
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For those in photo some of you might remember the event of my very strange/? dog on the other side of Shiloh!











	





Old Dominion Blacksmith Association Group Photo 


Taken on May 10, 2008 at the Buttercup Plantation with Master Blacksmith/Teacher Billy Phelps as our demonstrator/teacher for two and half days of fun filled hands-on blacksmithing.  This was ODBSA first ever weekend event and it was exciting, fun, and very educational. We all had the opportunity to do hands-on training with the guidance of an exceptional Blacksmith showing us what we were doing right and wrong. Things that Billy demonstrated were: poker, historic axe, forge welding, heat-treating metal, animal heads, bird, eye punch, slot punch, plus many, many tips.  Thank you Billy Phelps from all of us!





     It all started with Richard and Mary Bartelt arriving with their Air Stream trailer about 4:00 pm on Friday, followed by Buford Hodges with his large camping trailer with Charlie Hudson. They parked in the back next to the old Cookhouse and plugged in their campers for the weekend.


    Master Blacksmith Billy Phelps arrived a little after 6:00 pm and stopped his truck in front of the blacksmithing shop and immediately got out, went inside the shop and started a fire. The learning had begun. He first made a poker to work with because he did not appreciate the one I had.  Charlie Boothe, who lives close by, showed up about 7:00 pm with his blacksmithing trailer plus an extra station for us to use the next day.  After taking a quick break in back of the cookhouse for dinner that my wife Jocelyne had prepared for us, we were back in the shop again. As the evening went on Charlie built a fire in the stove to help knock out the cool air.


   Billy covered many things that evening about blacksmithing and demonstrated how to make a bird. Richard Bartelt was the only one who agreed to try to make one. When Richard had finished, Billy said jokingly that he thought it looked more like a rooster than a bird and wanted to know how he did that so that he could try it himself. Way to go Richard, at least you gave it a try while the rest of us were “chicken”.


   Well, the evening was extremely enjoyable/educational with Billy and the time was flying because we did not call it quits until 11:45 pm.: a long day for us all.





    





couple had their own bedrooms in the Manor house and Billy had his in the Old Cookhouse. Billy said he loved the cookhouse the best and enjoyed sleeping in it but it only had one problem. It did not have a dirt floor. 


     Billy was down at the forge early Saturday morning banging away on hot metal and showing/talking to everyone as they came in. After breakfast some returned to the forge to watch/talk with Billy while others set up the different blacksmithing stations near the shop. Glen Bryant brought and set up two stations, Charlie Boothe had two, Wendell Wyland had one, Bob Saxon (Safety officer) had one, Billy Phelps had one and John Riddle had one 















































plus an extra blower. This is a lot of work for everyone that brought forges, anvils, vises and I want to thank you all for doing it, we all appreciated it. Charlie Boothe(Treasurer), also brought/set up his Iron-in-the-Hat table, Wendell Wyland (VP) brought/set up his library for us all and Andy Hasty (Administrator) setting up his sign-in table with t-shirts etc. The Sat. started at 10:00 with an introduction of Billy and the return of the Black snake. The only other time that a snake had been seen in the shop was at another event we had here last year. Thanks to Buford Hodges for returning it to the woods, maybe Mr. Black snake will come and visit us again in October.


      Billy demonstrated how to make an animal head and after that, all wanted to hit the forges. We had really good participation and we teamed up, two to a forge. It was a great joy to see all the forges fired up at the same time and everyone working on them. 


     Bobby Moose had started a wizard at home and Billy showed him at the forge how to finish it. Billy told me that Bobby has real talent.





   











                               Weekend with Billy


                                                                           By Bobby Floyd





    I wish to make a few comments about the fantastic week-end event at our home…..Although quite exhausted from the preparations for  receiving so many people, my excitement for hosting  such an event took over and kept me going with a huge grin on my face with the anticipation of seeing so many of the members again and meeting new ones and their spouses… As many of you surely noticed, I was like a hummingbird flitting from person to person and all over here and there so I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to the following who were exceptional in their assistance throughout the week-end: Kathy Liston for not only bringing a superb pasta salad but for taking over the kitchen and supervising / helping with the clean-up; she also was great in entertaining quite a number of the guests with her incredible knowledge and her ability in sharing that knowledge in a unique manner that keeps the listeners focused on the issues. She made a lasting great impression on those who had the good fortune to hear her stories….Phyllis Juettner for the excellent dump cake (her specialty), the fresh cut flowers for the tables and, of course, for her help in the set-ups and clean-up….Stewart and Rhonda for the great job in helping with the set-ups; also deserving of my gratitude are Renee Boothe, Mary Alice Hancock for their assistance in keeping the “ball rolling” in the activities 





and their aftermath...Val Harrell who is such a JOY to be with, for entertaining me all the while cutting and chopping vegetables for diverse salads, and doing so much in the clean-up…Lucretia Whitehouse for the excellent  homemade peanut brittle that  put so many smiles on our guests and that people were still commenting about 2 days later either by phone, via e-mail or in person...Roy Rudder for the extra cooler of ice which saved the day….Charlie Hudson for the wonderful plants; they were truly appreciated….Our dear friend Anne Hussey who, unable to come, sent very tasty brownies through Katherine St John  and Lucretia… Bob Saxon for the 2 great handcrafted wood pens. I hope that this article conveys the fact that I truly had a wonderful time and that, as far as I’m concerned, the only “glitch” was that I did not have enough time to spend with so many of you; I am definitely looking forward to the next event here so that I may remedy that situation…Of course, all of you know that we absolutely love to share our home and our table with such wonderful people like you; it is a real treat for us simply because you all have become a great part of our “family”. Have a wonderful summer filled with sun, fun and laughter but mostly, have a safe one, best to all, Jocelyne Floyd.





                                        Gratitude


                                                                         By Jocelyne Floyd
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      After lunch, the Iron-in-the-Hat went very smoothly thanks to Renee Boothe who managed it in place of her husband Charlie who was working at his forge.  Thank you Carrie Boothe, Missy (VP) and Wally Coates (Safety officer) for helping with the drawing.









































   





    The day was long with Billy still talking and demonstrating things at my forge until about 10 pm.    


    Richard Bartelt said that he had never been awaken by the rooster crowing and at the same time, hearing the hammer blows on the anvil. Billy was at work in my shop at 6:00 am. Sunday morning. Before breakfast Billy had already made a historic hatchet/axe because Buford and Charlie H wanted to see how it was done. 


    Sunday was dedicated to learning how to temper steel to make punches. We used coil spring that I had instead of S-7 because it is more forgiving as per Billy. Billy’s explanation and demonstration of this process was the best that we have had to date. He hardened a piece of coil spring and broke it into four pieces to show us the grain structure of the metal at different temperatures. Thanks to Charlie Boothe for bringing some real tempering oil for all of us to use.















































    It started to rain, so we brought two more stations (forges, anvils, vises) into my shop.  Charlie Hudson, Tom Harrell, Missy Coates, Wally Coates, Frank Hancock and Richard Bartelt made an eyeball punch and a slitting punch, and then tempered them while the rest of watched and learned. The day ended around 5 pm.  Billy, as we all know, is an excellent craftsman, knows metal, but also is a superb teacher of the craft with hands on help. We all thank you Billy for a wonderful weekend for we all had the opportunity to learn a lot about blacksmithing from you, enjoyed your company very much and we all hope that you will do it again for us.


    Billy said that my blower was not producing enough air for my


 large firepot and suggested that I put a five-foot bellows in its





place. I have always wanted a bellows and Billy has agreed to make me 5’ one in July when his blacksmithing work is caught up. I am excited by the idea of having working bellows in my Plantation Forge. 


     From all of us, we would like to thank Jocelyne Floyd for cooking and providing all the great food for the weekend.  


     Thank you all for coming and participating!





              









































Foods served at the event:


 Friday evening: pork chops, baked beans, macaroni and cheese, Cole slaw, strawberry shortcake (with homemade whipped cream) and Boston cream pie.                              


Saturday morning: homemade blueberry muffins, Danish pastries, and coffee.


Saturday noon: various breads and rolls, deli: roast beef, ham, pastrami, chicken breast, Bobby’s famous home hickory smoked turkey (6 hours), potato salad, Cole slaw, pasta salad, brownies, iced tea. 


Saturday evening: chicken Creole, rice, pasta, and rolls, strawberry shortcake, Boston cream pie, iced tea.                                                                                            


 Sunday morning: homemade biscuits, sausage, sausage gravy (sawmill gravy), eggs, bacon and coffee


 Sunday noon: guess what?  Leftovers.


       Items made by Billy Phelps
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    Saturday was the main day with most everyone arriving early to set up and some to find their rooms to sleep in, Tom (Safety officer)/Val Harrell and Frank/Mary Alice Hancock: each
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              Current News





*  ODBSA 2008 Expense and Revenue Report:� Revenue: 


Carry over from 2007-------------------------------------$746.00�January Iron-in-the- Hat---------------------------------- 376.00�Feb. Iron-in-the-Hat -------------------------------------- 386.00�March Iron-in-the Hat-----------------------------------   240.00�April Iron-in-the -Hat................................................. 474.00


May Iron- in -the –Hat------------------------------------348.00                       �        Total Revenue:-----------------------------                        $2566.00     Expenses:�Demonstrators------------------------------------------1465.00�Use of facility-------------------------------------- ----100.00�T-shirts, hats, mugs for demonstrators -----------     10.00


 Lunch for demonstrators------------------------------ 20.00� Part of lunch expense in March--------------------    60.00� Missy for stamps.................................................... 50.00� Computer Ink........................................................  33.00� Jerry for mail of Disk---------------------------------  10.00                                                                                                                                                                                          


        Total Expenses: -------------------------                           $1748.00


                                                                                   ______________�                                                                                                                                          � Total amount on hand----------------------                          + $818.00�     �  Expected  June Expenses: �       1. Demonstrator and location ----------------$325.00





* This is your association! The only way we pay our expenses is with the revenue from the Iron-in-the-hat. Everyone please bring an item for the raffle and buy tickets.  90% of you do both and we all thank you.


* I'm very pleased to announce that Tom Harrell and Wally Coates have agreed to be SAFETY OFFICERS. We all need to think safety. We are playing with fire in more ways that one. Everyone "must" wear glasses and/or goggles when you or anyone else is working on the forge, no exceptions! 


*  As per Billy in a conversation with him this week he said: Missy Coates made the best slot punch Sunday and he was impressed at her ability to draw the metal out (great improvement)  


* Again this Newsletter has a lot of photos that creates a problem, which required me to leave some articles out this month Newsletter. A lot more photos of Billy Show are on our Web Site.


* We are always open to suggestions to what you want to learn in Blacksmithing. Please let me know what you want to learn or if there is a particular Master Blacksmith that you would like to see demonstrate to us, also, please let me know.


*Charlie Hudson and Buford Hodges will be demonstrating at a show near Meadows of Dan and cannot attend our next event. Glen Bryant cannot attend the next event either because he is demonstrating at the Clifton Forge show.


*Andy Hasty donated a dvd to our Library: Fire and Roses Forging a Queen’s Rose Vol . Thanks Andy. Remember that Wendell brings our Library to each Event for your benefit.








               





ODBSA next Event is on June 14, 2008


Location: Jacksonville Center for the Arts        


                 220 Parkway Lane South


                 Floyd, Virginia 24091


Host:  Jacksonville Center for the Art


Time: 10:00 am until 3:00 pm


Lunch: 12 until 1:00 pm: Bring your own or we will order by 10:30 from a local place called the “Country Store” who delivers  


Iron-in-the-hat raffle: 1:00 –1:15 pm                                                                                            bagged lunches from $5.50 to $8.00


Subject: “Forge Welding”


Hands on training: Everyone, who wants, will have the opportunity to practice what they learned from David Tucciarone at the forges. The Center has six stations.


Demonstrator/Instructor: Master Blacksmith/Teacher and ODBSA VP of Education David Tucciarone.


Bio:      David has taken weeklong classes over the years with the following: �Master Blacksmiths/Teachers       # of Weeks �1.   Francis Whitaker                         (6) �2.   Peter Ross                                   (4) �3.   Nol Putnam                                 (4) �4.   Clay Spencer                               (5) �5.   Doug Wilson                               (2) �6.   Jerry Darnell                               (1) �Additional Bio:�1.   He has attended over 15 classes at John C. Campbell Folk School over the many years �2.   He has attended two classes at Penland School of Crafts�3.   Many of his hand-forged items have been on display and for sale at Penland School of Crafts and John C Campbell Folk School. �4.   He has been teaching Blacksmithing at John C. Campbell Folk School for nine years �5.   Has been teaching Blacksmithing at Jacksonville School of the Arts every year since it first opened. �6.   He was the First Place Winner of Old Dominion Blacksmith Association first blacksmithing Challenge (timed Poker contest) �7.   He was the First Place Winner of a Blacksmith’s Guild of the Potomac contest. Everyone was given a 2’x ½” square to make whatever they wanted to (he won with a candle holder he made)


8.   Long time member of ABANA�9.   He is the owner/manager of his Blacksmithing shop/studio (Sunrise Forge) in Rustburg, VA.


10. An Education Director for ODBSA since it’s inception.


11. Has demonstrated/taught three times for ODBSA. (A) Introduction to Blacksmithing and (B) Making Ends to Your Metal (C) Questions and Answers re: Blacksmithing�








                   


                                                      











Directions: The Jacksonville Center for the Arts is located on Route 8 in Floyd, Virginia, a quarter mile south of the traffic light in the center of town where U.S. 221 and Route 8 intersect. It is six miles North of the Blue Ridge Parkway Route 8 exit at Tuggles Gap





7.   Charles Orlando                           (1)�8.   Bob Burgman                              (1) �9.   Dan Boone                                  (1) �10. Ed Grove                                     (1) �11. Tom Latane                                 (1)�12. Walt Hull                                     (1)














Please let me know if you are planning on attending this event: 434-335-5621 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:va@hotmail.com" ��va@hotmail.com�

















